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THE MISSISSAUGA ARTS COUNCIL PRESENTS 


A TRIBUTE TOA 
LEADER 


—e- 
SS 


ZF. 


Mi MAAR a i A 


A CELEBRATION: 100 YEARS IN THE MAKING 
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HOSTED BY 


a ] Hosted by Mayor Bonnie Crombie, 
Mississauga’s arts community will 
come together in a colourful, diverse 
Pp z R FC) R MA E R > celebration, featuring over 
160 performers to celebrate 
INCLUDING former Mississauga Mayor, 
———————— Hazel McCallion. 
Mississauga Symphony & Patti Jannetta-Baker 
Chuck Jackson & the Blues All Stars 
Justus Singers e@ Nicole Faye e Port Credit Ensemble 
Denise Leslie Quartet @ WaliShah 
Stephanie Braganza & Alessia Cohle 
Heather Christine, Arlene & Matt Zaddy 


Shannon Butcher & Nicholas Cunha 
And more... 
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Councillors pay tribute to McCallion ahead of 100th birthday 


by Alex Gregory 
Acentury on, 
and_ she _ still 


shows no sign of 
slowing down. 
Ahead of her 
100th _ birthday 
this weekend, 
Mississauga 
councillors paid 
tribute to leg- 
endary former 
Mayor Hazel Mc- 
Callion Wednes- 
day with personal 
tributes, greet- 
ings from local 
personalities and 
an online cere- 
mony that saw 
Central Library 
renamed in her 
honour. 
McCallion, who 
served as Mayor 
of Mississauga for 
36 years and at- 
tracted national 
and international 
attention for her 
trailblazing lead- 


ership, take- 
charge attitude 
and model for 
governance, was 
heralded by coun- 
cillors during 
their regular 


meeting as “re- 
markable” for her 
efforts to put the 
city on the map. 


"Your _ finger- 
prints are on 
everything, from 
our downtown 
core to our com- 
munities... Hazel, 


you are every- 
where," said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, who 


spoke of McCal- 

lion as a friend 
and a mentor who 
always “provided 

the ‘wow’ factor 
7 everything you 
0.” 


A number of ini- 
tiatives will be 
promoting Mc- 
Callion’s birthday 
this weekend, in- 
cluding a feature- 
length musical 
documentary, 
Hazel A Celebra- 
tion: 100 Years in 
the Making, pro- 
duced by the Mis- 
sissauga Arts 
Council, that will 
air virtually start- 
ing at 7:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 14 — Mc- 


Callion’s _ birth- 
day. 
The documen- 


tary will feature 
an assortment of 
performers, in- 
cluding local mu- 


sicians, orches- 
tras, blues bands 
and much more 
as they perform 
their own signa- 
ture tribute to 
Hazel, who was 
born on Feb. 14, 
1921. 
Mississauga 
Civic Centre’ 
Clock Tower will 
also be lit in pink- 
and-red this 
weekend to cele- 
brate the occa- 


sion. 

Born as Hazel 
Mary Muriel 
Journeaux in 
Port-Daniel, Que- 
bec, McCallion 
would rise to 
prominence’ as 
the Mayor of 


Streetsville prior 
to Mississauga’s 
amalgamation, 
and as a force on 
the world stage 
that courted the 
attention of 
Prime Ministers, 
politicians, local 
leaders and more 
as sought to make 
the city “second 
to none.” 

"I look back, 
and I think about 
the many years I 


was in public of- 
fice. We've ac- 
complished _ so 
much_ together,” 
McCallion — said 
Wednesday 
morning, _ refer- 
ring to past and 

resent council- 
ors. 

“No one person 
can do it alone. 
It's been a team 
approach. “ 

Other council- 
lors spoke of their 
work _ alongside 
McCallion on 
council, and how 
she broke barri- 
ers for young 
women entering 
public office. 


———————— 
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The Library oe 


"Hazel, you've 
seen so much 
during your life- 
time... you didn't 
just glide 
through. You 
worked really, re- 
ally hard, as a 
young woman, as 
a wife, as a 
mother, and then 
getting into poli- 
tics," said Ward 9 
councillor Pat 
Saito, who spoke 
of §McCallion’s 
early career in 
women’s hockey 
and her subse- 
quent efforts to 
“grab the biggest 
puck you could, 
and smash that 


—— 


7 
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glass ceiling.” 

Signs _ bearing 
the new name of 
the Central Li- 
brary have been 
placed __ outside 
the building, with 
a planned rede- 
velopment proj- 
ect beginning 
later this spring 
to modernize the 
space. 

Look for a spe- 
cial section of 
Peel Weekly News 
this weekend, fea- 
turing __ photos, 
testimonials and 
articles about 
Hazel’s life and 
legacy. 


is 


PCEEOET) 
~ i) 


E 


#HAZEL100 
VIRTUAL 
CELEBRATION 


FEBRUARY 14, 2021 


With her mile- 
stone 100th 
birthday just days 
away on February 
14, Hazel McCal- 
lion, Missis- 
sauga’ s 
legendary, 
longest-serving 
mayor, and Tril- 
lium Health Part- 
ners Foundation 
announced _ that 
more than $2.5 
million dollars 
have been raised 
in support of her 
commemorative 
photo book, 
“Hazel McCal- 
lion: A Century of 
Accomplish- 
ment.” 

“This book is 
full of photos and 
memories of all 
the chapters of 
my life, including 
the many busi- 
ness and commu- 
nity leaders who 
helped build this 
great city,” Mc- 
Callion said this 
week. 

“COVID-19 has 
reinforced the 
importance of in- 
vesting in our 
hospitals, so that 
they can continue 
to provide high 
quality care for 
generations to 
come. I’m proud 
to support Tril- 
lium Health Part- 


ners with this 
fundraising ini- 
tiative.” 

As Mayor of 


Mississauga, 
Hazel understood 
the importance of 
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good health and 
the need to invest 
in hospitals to 
provide quality 
care for the peo- 
ple of her city. 
She led the drive 
to build Credit 
Valley Hospital in 
1976, now part of 
THP. 

As an unwaver- 
ing champion of 
health care and 
Trillium Health 
Partners’ Hon- 
orary Guardian, 
proceeds of the 
book will support 
a cause close to 
Hazel’s heart, the 
redevelopment of 
Mississauga Hos- 


pital. 

THP is the 
largest commu- 
nity academic 


hospital in On- 
tario, with over 
1.75 million pa- 
tient visits last 
year. 

Over the next 20 
years, it will see 
more growth in 
demand for serv- 
ices than any hos- 
pital in Ontario. 

Over the past 


year, THP has 
played a key role 
in fighting 


COVID-19, caring 
for some of the 
highest volumes 
of patients with 
the virus in the 
province, but has 
been challenged 
by the aging in- 
frastructure at 
Mississauga Hos- 
pital. 

The photo book 
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More Than $2.5 Million Raised Ahead of Hazel’s Birthday 


recounts McCal- 
lion’s childhood 
in Port Daniel on 
the Gaspé coast of 
Quebec, where 
she enjoyed 
sports and the 
outdoors, devel- 
oping a lifelong 
love of hockey — 
including a stint 


playing _profes- 
sional hockey, 
while included 


losing her front 
teeth. 

She began her 
career in an engi- 
neering company, 
before moving to 
Toronto to opena 
new branch. 


You'll read 


about her foray as 
one of the first 


women to enter 
local politics, 
which led to her 
election as Mayor 
of Streetsville 
from 1970-1973 
and then mayor 
of Mississauga in 
1978. 

Upon becoming 
mayor, she was 
tested almost im- 
mediately by the 
train derailment 
that cemented 
her reputation as 
a decisive leader 
in what became 
known as_ the 
Mississauga Mir- 
acle. 

Hazel retired in 


2014, and _ re- 
counts her many 
adventures and 


friendships over 
the decades. 

To this day, she 
remains incredi- 
bly busy and en- 
gaged in the city, 
its people and fu- 
ture. 

“The huge suc- 
cess to date of 
this initiative re- 
flects the love we 
all feel for Hazel, 
a living legend 
who built what is 
one of the most 
successful cities 
in Canada. She 
has long been a 
powerful advo- 
cate for Trillium 
Health Partners, 
and we are so 
grateful she has 
chosen her birth- 


day to support 
the _redevelop- 
ment and expan- 
sion of 
Mississauga Hos- 
pital,” said Caro- 
line Riseboro, 
President and 
CEO of THP 
Foundation. 

“It’s a remark- 
able book about a 
remarkable per- 
son for a great 
cause.” 


Only 2,500 
copies of the book 
have been 

rinted, with a 

imited amount 
remaining for 
purchase. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit 


Hazelioo.com. 


Hazel McCallion’s 100th Birthday Photo Book Fundraiser 


Honour the 100th birthday of our community’s 


Famed former mayor, Hazel McCallion! 


For more information, visit wwwW.Hazel100.ca 
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New doc lays out life of legendary Mayor for 100th birthday 


by Alex Gregory 


It’s Hazel’s 
world — and we’re 
still living in it. 

Legendary Mis- 
sissauga Mayor 
Hazel McCallion 
will celebrate her 
100th _ birthday 
this Valentine’s 
Day with a special 
centennial cele- 
bration - and 
everyone is in- 
vited! 

The new feature- 
length musical 
documentary, 
Hazel A Celebra- 
tion: 100 Years in 
the Making, will 
air virtually start- 
ing at 7:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 14, featur- 
ing over 160 mu- 
sical performers, 
testimonials from 
friends and mem- 
bers of the com- 


munity and a 
retrospective of 
Hazel’s humble 
upbringings and 
long career at 
Mississauga’s 
Mayor. 


“This was our 
way of bringing 
together as many 


artists as we could 
to say thank you,” 
said documentary 
producer Ron Du- 
quette, who 
helmed the proj- 
ect. "(The partici- 
pants) loved it. 
They said, "Let's 
go for it!" 

The documen- 
tary will feature 
an assortment of 
performers, in- 
cluding local mu- 
sicians, 
orchestras, blues 
bands and much 
more as they per- 
form their own 
signature tribute 
to Hazel, who was 
born on Feb. 14, 
1921. 

“We are paying 
tribute to the 
woman who truly 
led the way in cre- 
ating Mississauga 
and launched our 
vibrant arts and 
culture scene at 
the same time,” 
the documentary 
begins, with nar- 
ration by Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie, 
testimonials from 


good friends and 
community mem- 


bers including 
Don Cherry, 
Toronto Mayor 


John Tory, music 
legend Tommy 
Hunter and many 
more. 

Born as Hazel 
Mary Muriel 
Journeaux in 
Port-Daniel, Que- 
bec, McCallion 
would rise to 
prominence as the 
Mayor of one of 
Canada’s largest 
city’s, serving as 
Mississauga’s 
Mayor for 36 
years and attract- 
ing national and 
international at- 
tention for her 
strong leadership, 
take-charge atti- 
tude and connec- 
tion with leaders 
and __ celebrities 
throughout the 


world. 
She have had 
roles — 


many 
mayor, business 
woman, chancel- 
lor, dedicated vol- 


unteer, and 


something — that 
has never 
changed is_ that 
she always 
worked for and 
with the people of 
your community, 
Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau 
said earlier this 
week. “Thank you 
for all your contri- 
butions to Missis- 
sauga, Ontario 
and your coun- 
ity,” 

There is so much 
love for Hazel and 
her accomplish- 
ments, said Du- 
quette, who spoke 
to Peel Weekly 
News this past 
weekend about 
the genesis of the 
program and its 
focus on Hazel’s 
legacy and career 
in the city. 

“When you see 
the show, you'll 
note a lot of pro- 
duction and the 
performances 
were done in peo- 
ple’s houses,” said 
Duquette, who or- 
ganized perform- 


ers while still ad- 
hering to COVID- 
19 restrictions — 
including a per- 
formance by the 
Mississauga Sym- 
phony Orchestra 
that was recorded 
last summer in 
Hammerson Hall 
at the Living Arts 
Centre, and saw 
50 performers re- 
oN social 

istancing while 
still delivering a 
major piece for 
the documen- 
tary’s soundtrack. 

Duquette, who 
has been elected 
to the role of 
board chair of the 
Mississauga Arts 
Council just in 
time for its 40th 
anniversary, and 
has been a long- 
time friend of Mc- 
Callion’s, said that 
the documentary 
will have particu- 
lar relevance for 
younger viewers 
who may _ not 
know the full his- 
tory of Hazel’s ca- 
reer and legacy in 


Mississauga. 

“Its my _ hope 
that this will have 
lasting impact for 
years to come, 
and that (the 
younger genera- 
tions) sail know 
the story of how 
this city was cre- 
ated anjd_ her 
leadership — that 
built it.” 

Back in Hazel’s 
first campaign, 
she made a simple 
promise, “I assure 
you that I will give 
my very best to 
make sure that 
Mississauga _ will 
become a city sec- 
ond to none in 
Canada.” 

The event will 
stream live on the 
Mississauga Arts 
Council (MAC) 
Facebook and 
Youtube page on 
Sunday, Feb. 14, 
beginning at 7:30 
p-m. For more in- 
formation, visit 
missis - 
saugaartscoun- 
cil.com/hazelcele 
bration. 
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AIRPORT NETWORK 


Soairportnetwork.com y @SOAirports 
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1978 Election Night Archival Interview 


, 1978 Election Night Acceptance Speech 


Videos Courtesy of Peel Art Gallery & Museum (PAMA) 
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Community 

funding brings 
$1.4 million to 
local rec centre 


err Perererererr rrr eerrererererrtTe / 
p NEWS Pg 12 


Second Cup 
finds new 
owner in 
Foodtastic 
pBUSINESS Pg 19 __ : 
Devil's Pulpit 
unveils new golf 
partnership 
system 


‘pSPORTS Pg 206CO Frontline businesses in 


m= Peel, including distribution 

, centres and warehouses, 
are in the crosshairs of the 
province as it continues a 
wave of inspections to curb 
COVID-19 rule breakers, 
Labour Minister Monte Mc- 
Naughton said Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Approximately 100 work- 
places in the region will be 
the focus of workplace in- 
| spections as the province 
continues to enforce pan- 
» demic safety plans, ahead of 

| a planned stepdown of a 
stay-at-home order on Feb. 
29. 

Peel retains a high num- 
ber of essential workers in 
multiple industries, and has 


New Year’s 
Levee rolls out 
the red carpet 
for Brampton 
p LIFESTYLE Pg 25 
The Local Impact 
of “Hurricane 
Hazel” 


'p LIFESTYLE Pg 32 _ 


Wedding 
Birthday 


Receptions 
Anniversaries 


—o- 


ele 
Ontario Minister pe Labour Monte Gees Genes aE afternoon at an online press eonfaranaé 
(above) announced that frontline businesses in Peel Region would be the focus of the province's next wave of 


been the focus of media 
coverage after publicized 
outbreaks, including one at 
a Canada Post facility in 
Mississauga’s north end. 

“Getting everyone on- 
board with the rules helps 
ensure that case counts de- 
cline,” said McNaughton, 
who indicated that 218 tick- 
ets have already been 
handed out to businesses 
since Jan. 1. 

Visits began on Wednes- 
day, and employers who fail 
to maintain adequate safety 
protocols could face on-the- 
spot fines of $1,000 or, in 
serious cases, result in 
criminal charges or forced 
shutdown. 

While Peel does not regu- 


647-829-9397 


www.sanjhsaveracards.com 


Feb. 11, 2021 


by Alex Gregory 


Province targets Peel 
frontline businesses | IN o>. 


workplace inspections. 


larly identify the names of 
businesses that have faced 
COVID-19 outbreaks, the 
City of Toronto announced 
last month that it would 
identify all outbreaks, re- 
gardless of the size of the 
business, moving forward. 

Peel will continue to work 
with the Ministry of Labour 
to bring “COVID-19 under 
control in our community,” 
said the region’s chief med- 
ical officer of health, Dr. 
Lawrence Loh, Wednesday 
afternoon during a press 
conference in Mississauga. 

Look for additional cover- 
age of this story in the next 
edition of Peel Weekly 
News. 


in 
Nt a 
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+S 
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The lockdown continues and the need is even 
greater for our small businesses in Port Credit. 


All those businesses in our community of Port Credit who have 
Supported you or your projects over the years, who sponsored 
your teams, who gave of themselves for the benefit of others... 


WELL, it’s our turn to help them. 


“Our favourite restaurants and 
small businesses who we frequent 
and take for granted that they will 
always be there, may not be. 
Picture Main Street Port Credit 
without them!” 

‘insauga January 27, 2021’ 


“Whether it is $3,000 or $300, it 
pays a bill for someone!” 
‘Sentiment of Business owner’ 


“| had to look at this email over and 
over, | couldn’t believe that 
someone was doing this. We have 
not been forgotten!” 

‘an emotional Business owner’ 


We listen to their heartbreaking 


stories on many visits, emails, 
telephone conversations. 


0m] 


LINK TO GOFUNDME PAGE 


Community spirit is alive and well 

We have tremendous support of The 
Peterson Team of Keller Williams in 
Port Credit. Well known in the 
community for over 15 years, they 
approached us with a desire to help out 
as much as they can. They are donating 
5% of their commission to this 
GoFundMe campaign for all homes that 
they list in the Port Credit and Mineola 
areas (LSG Postal Code) for the 
remainder of 

2021. Kate Peterson is just one of many 
who care deeply about Port Credit and 
want desperately to see you all 
succeed. If you know of anyone 
thinking of selling, please introduce 
them to Kate or Jeff Peterson to 
interview for the opportunity. 905-271- 
5151. Together we'll each achieve 
more! 


A friend recently told us that our small 
businesses need all the boost, BAT SIGNALS 
& bucks they can get! 

LET’S NOT DISAPPOINT THEM 


“The Ontario Government has 
extended #covid19lockdown 
to Jan.20, 2021. As 
#smallbusiness 
entrepreneurs, we expected 
this and planned for it. We 
know the playing field is not 
even and many businesses 
are hanging on by a thread, 
but not giving up. We put 
measures in place to keep our 
communities safe, we 
understand the importance. 
My creative business is in 
#portcredit where our 
community shines in support 
of local. They order online, 
they partake in curb-side pick 
up, they order take-out and 
shop local. They even set up 
a GoFundMe page to support 
small business and send 
regular messages of concern 
and care. Our community 
understands that 
#businessesarepeople; we 
are a family and we thank you 
#vibrantportcredit” 

‘Pixie Blue Studio’ Dec. 20 


Witnessing the generosity of 
people wanting to help others 
and pay it forward tells us that 

what we cherish about our 
community is still there even in 
these hard times. 
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Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. Prizes will be given away 
through a weekly draw, with the winners being 
featured in the pages of Peel Weekly News. Win- 
ners will be notified by email, and will have the 
option to include a profile picture of themselves 
for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 


Sz 
DISC@VER / 
Er Se oe 


Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 
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Traveler nabbed at Pearson 
after using fake COVID doc 


A29 year-old 
Stratford man has 
been charged with 
attempting to use 
a faked document 
to get through 


border — security, 
police said 
Wednesday. 


The Airport Di- 
vision’s Criminal 
Investigation Bu- 
reau said the man 
was arrested 
Monday evening 
after he attempted 
to use the faked 
document while 
disembarking at 
Pearson Airport. 

Officers from 
Canada ___ Border 
Services Agency 


(CBSA)  discov- 
ered that the man 
had attempted to 
use a document 
that was faked to 
show a negative 
test result instead 
of the actual no- 
tice, which 
showed a positive 
test. 

The individual 
was charged with 
one count of un- 
knowingly forging 
a document, and 
will appear in 
Brampton court 
on Apr. 19. He 
was sent to a local 
hotel for a man- 
dated quarantine 
period. 


Councillors pay tribute to McCallion ahead of 100th birthday 


by Alex Gregory 
Acentury on, 
and _ she _ still 


shows no sign of 
slowing down. 
Ahead of her 
100th _ birthday 
this weekend, 
Mississauga 
councillors paid 
tribute to leg- 
endary former 
Mayor Hazel Mc- 
Callion Wednes- 
day with personal 
tributes, greet- 
ings from local 
personalities and 
an online cere- 
mony that saw 
Central Library 
renamed in her 
honour. 
McCallion, who 
served as Mayor 
of Mississauga for 
36 years and at- 
tracted national 
and international 
attention for her 
trailblazing lead- 


ership, take- 
charge attitude 
and model for 
governance, was 
heralded by coun- 
cillors during 
their regular 


meeting as “re- 
markable” for her 
efforts to put the 
city on the map. 


"Your _ finger- 
prints are on 
everything, from 
our downtown 
core to our com- 
munities... Hazel, 


you are every- 
where," said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, who 


spoke of McCal- 
lion as a friend 
and a mentor who 
always “provided 
the ‘wow’ factor 
in everything you 
do.” 

A number of ini- 
tiatives will be 
promoting Mc- 
Callion’s birthday 
this weekend, in- 
cluding a feature- 
length musical 
documentary, 
Hazel A Celebra- 
tion: 100 Years in 
the Making, pro- 
duced by the Mis- 
sissauga Arts 
Council, that will 
air virtually start- 
ing at 7:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 14 — Mc- 


Callion’s _ birth- 
day. 
The documen- 


tary will feature 
an assortment of 
performers, in- 
cluding local mu- 


sicians, orches- 
tras, blues bands 
and much more 
as they perform 
their own signa- 
ture tribute to 
Hazel, who was 
born on Feb. 14, 
1921. 
Mississauga 
Civic Centre’ 
Clock Tower will 
also be lit in pink- 
and-red this 
weekend to cele- 
brate the occa- 


sion. 

Born as Hazel 
Mary Muriel 
Journeaux in 
Port-Daniel, Que- 
bec, McCallion 
would rise to 
prominence’ as 
the Mayor of 


Streetsville prior 
to Mississauga’s 
amalgamation, 
and as a force on 
the world stage 
that courted the 
attention of 
Prime Ministers, 
politicians, local 
leaders and more 
as sought to make 
the city “second 
to none.” 

"I look back, 
and I think about 
the many years I 


was in public of- 
fice. We've ac- 
complished _ so 
much _ together,” 
McCallion — said 
Wednesday 
morning, _refer- 
ring to past and 
present council- 
lors. 

“No one person 
can do it alone. 
It's been a team 
approach. “ 

Other council- 
lors spoke of their 
work _ alongside 
McCallion on 
council, and how 
she broke barri- 
ers for young 
women entering 
public office. 


"Hazel, you've 
seen so much 
during your life- 
time... you didn't 
just glide 
through. You 
worked really, re- 
ally hard, as a 
young woman, as 
a wife, as a 
mother, and then 
getting into poli- 
tics," said Ward 9 
councillor Pat 
Saito, who spoke 
of McCallion’s 
early career in 
women’s hockey 
and her subse- 
quent efforts to 
“grab the biggest 
puck you could, 
and smash that 


sntral Library 


The Library Se" 


glass ceiling.” 

Signs _ bearing 
the new name of 
the Central Li- 
brary have been 
placed __ outside 
the building, with 
a planned rede- 
velopment proj- 
ect beginning 
later this spring 
to modernize the 
space. 

Look for a spe- 
cial section of 
Peel Weekly News 
this weekend, fea- 
turing photos, 
testimonials and 
articles about 
Hazel’s life and 
legacy. 
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The Good, The Bad and The Ugly of COVID-Safe Travel 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


Feeling bad _ for 
travelers? 

The federal govern- 
ment announced last 
week that a manda- 
tory hotel lockdown 
would be initiated for 
all travelers entering 
Canada, with an esti- 
mated pricetag of 
$2,000 per traveler. 

While Premier 
Doug Ford praised 
the Prime Minister, 
he was not happy 
with the fact that it 
was not an immedi- 
ate solution. 

Ford then imple- 
mented his own 
COVID-19 testing so- 
lution for all travelers 
entering Canada at 
Pearson Airport. 

This is over and 
above the testing you 
need to have to fly 
anywhere today, and 
he should be thanked 
for that — travelers 
are required to test 
for COVID-19 72 
hours before each 
flight to another 
country. 

I'm one of these 
travelers, as I just re- 


turned from _ the 
United Kingdom this 
past Saturday and 
went through the 
complete process of 
coming back to 
Canada. It was inter- 
esting to see how the 
system as a whole 
operated with these 
new rules. 


We took our 
COVID-19 test 72 
hours before our 


flight at a cost of 
$250 each, and we 
got our negative re- 
sults prior to depart- 
ing. 

As a note, the 
British government 
has been highly criti- 
cized for their slow 
action and response 
to COVID-19, and are 
now playing catchup 
with other nations, 
via mandatory lock- 
downs announced 
two weeks ago. 

Those lockdowns 
won't take effect until 
Feb. 15, and both 
Canada and the U.S. 
are exempt from the 
stricter restrictions. 
Those arriving from 


Canada and the U.S. 
will only have to 
quarantine for 10 
days. 

Upon arrival at 
Pearson on Saturday, 
and after going 
through the normal 
customs procedures, 
we were then taken 
to a new area specifi- 
cally set up for the 
new provincial 
COVID tests. 

I realized what 
strain this virus has 
done on our airlines 
and our airports, as 
the lineup to get 
COVID tests 
stretched through 
the entire terminal 
my partner and I dis- 
embarked at. 

I am somewhat dis- 
abled, as I am legally 
blind and the airlines 
prefer me to take a 
wheelchair. As we 
entered the testing 
area, there were mul- 
tiple lines and they 
were long 

It had taken us al- 
most 90 minutes to 
get off the plane and 
through to this area, 
and it seemed a slow 
process! 

This came after we 
were escorted to a 
private area and... for 
lack of a better word, 
“interrogated” by a 


customs agent who 
grilled us for an 
hour-and-a-half as to 
our intentions re- 
turning back to our 
home country. And 
this was for someone 
who had _— gone 
through the neces- 
sary forms, made 
multiple calls to both 
sides of the border to 
ensure there were no 
issues and experi- 
enced challenges try- 
ing to scan a QR code 
to fill in my personal 
details (contactless) 
while leaving the 
point of departure. 

I felt very bad like 
the rest of the travel- 
ers, waiting in line 
for hours for process- 
ing and testing, but I 
must say the staff at 
the testing centre 
were very well man- 
nered, respectful and 
as speedy as they 
could be. 

Both tests taken in 
the last week came 
back negative, and 
we are immensely 
glad for that, but still 
mindful that air 
travel is out of the 
question for the fore- 
seeable future. 

There is no “get out 
of jail” card coming 
my way — I am still 
required to fully lock- 


down for the full 14 
days. 

The question now 
is — will a sense of 
normalcy ever come 
back? Peel is lock- 
down for at least an- 
other two weeks, and 
residents have been 
diligent wearing their 
masks and distanc- 
ing. 
That’s not counting 
the heretofore-uun- 
quantifiable impact 
this pandemic has 
had on our mental 
health. 

I can see why such 
drastic methods have 
been installed for 
passengers entering 
the country — paying 
to be placed in “ap- 
proved hotels,” with 
tests at just about 
every step of the way, 
but the current step 
of bussing people 
around from one 
place to another if 
you have a positive 
case — but I think 
the populace has ar- 
rived at the point of 
fatigue, and though 
I’m hopeful, I’m not 
sure if this country 
could handle another 
lockdown this year, 
especially if it contin- 
ues to damage the 
local economy (and 
travel) the way it has. 


Letter to The Editor 


Letters submit- 
ted to Peel Weekly 
News may be ed- 
ited for space and 
clarity. 


As you drive by 
St. Hilary, a school 
in the Dufferin- 
Peel Catholic 
School Board, you 
will notice a brand 
new electronic sign 
purportedly cost- 
ing $30,000. 

During — regular 
times, this would 
be a wonderful ad- 
dition to the school 
and community. 
However, one has 
to question the ne- 


cessity during 
these pandemic 
times. 

these 


pandemic times, 
while schools are 
sending home 


electronic devices 
for students to use 
during at home 
learning, some are 
going without. 
School electronic 
resources have 
been depleted. 
Sending these de- 
vices home _ has 
also created a 
shortage of devices 
within the school. 


Before the 
Christmas _holi- 
days, curriculum 
programs were 
hampered in 
schools. The 


school board has 
asked teachers to 
use technology in 
order to provide a 


smooth transition 
to “at home 
should it occur, 
and it did, but has 
not ensured stu- 
dents within the 
school walls had 
devices. 

In addition to de- 
vice shortages, 
some schools do 
not even have pan- 
demic appropriate 
fillable water sta- 
tions. 

Fillable water 
stations are far 
more sanitary and 
provide students 
with an opportu- 
nity to fill their 
water bottles. 
Many schools still 
have the regular 
water fountains 
only. 


—o- 


In addition, the 
concept of smaller 
class sizes was re- 
jected by the Duf- 
ferin-Peel Catholic 
District School 
Board. 

Every organiza- 
tion in the world 
has pivoted to ad- 
dress pandemic 
concerns. Money 
has been redi- 
rected to address 
more pressing con- 
cerns. 

The school board 
might tell you that 


these frivolous 
capital improve- 
ments have al- 
ready been 


procured prior to 

the pandemic. 
However, money 

needs to be spent 


to address the ad- 
ditional concerns 
brought on by the 
pandemic. 

Certainly, some 
of the money put 
forth by the federal 
and provincial gov- 
ernments could be 
used to purchase 
devices and pro- 
vide safe and sani- 
tary water stations, 
not to mention 
smaller class sizes. 

This is certainly a 
misuse and mislay 
of available  re- 
sources. 

In the meantime, 
we can admire our 
new sign. 


Sincerely, A Con- 
cerned Citizen 
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Trudeau’s comments on agriculture may undermine relations 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Dasa 


Column 


The farmers’ rights 
movement shows no 
signs of stopping, as 
farmers have been 
sitting on Delhi's 


borders for more 
than two months 
protesting against 


agricultural laws, de- 
manding a repeal. 

In Canada, federal 
party leaders, includ- 
ing Justin Trudeau, 
Erin O'Toole and 
Jagmeet Singh, and 
many other politi- 
cians gave speeches 
in support of Indian 
farmers, in the hope 
of peace and a quick 
settlement. 

So far, India has 
been gathering 
troops as farmers 
marched towards the 
capital. Blockades 
have been estab- 
lished, some high- 
ways have been 
opened to impair 
travel, and in many 
cases, water cannons 
have fired at protest- 
ers, which are di- 
rectly composed of 
generations of af- 
fected families, from 
children to the eld- 


erly. 
Trudeau said in 
November, while 


TUESDAY 


supporting farmers, 
“Let me remind you, 
the situation is con- 
cerning... Canada 
will always be there 
to defend the rights 
of peaceful protests." 

NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh called on 
Trudeau to condemn 
the violence and to 
make a clear state- 
ment calling on the 
Indian government 
to engage in peaceful 
dialogue rather than 
violence. 

In response, India 
has made it clear that 
any foreign govern- 
ment's interference 
in India's internal af- 
fairs would not be 
tolerated. 

The Union Govern- 
ment informed the 
Rajya Sabha yester- 
day that the Govern- 
ment of Canada has 
been informed that 
the statement made 
by Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau on 
agricultural laws 
could damage rela- 
tions between the 
two countries. 

Vellamvelly Mu- 
raleedharan, the 
Minister of State for 
External Affairs, 
replied in writing to 
the House. 

Previously, Shiv 
Senna member Anil 
Desai had asked the 
government ques- 
tions regarding the 


Trudeau 
ment's statements. 
Desai had asked 
whether the Indian 
government consid- 
ered it unreasonable 
and unnecessary. 

If so, has he com- 
plained to the Gov- 
ernment of Canada? 
If so, how has the 
Government of 
Canada responded? 

In the United 
States and other Eu- 
ropean _ countries, 
people of Indian de- 
scent have protested 
in support of farm- 
ers, not govern- 
ments. Trudeau had 
commented on the 
issue, but no coun- 
try's | government 
hadsupported the 
farmers’ movement 
at that time. 

In December, 
Trudeau expressed 
concern about the 
peasant movement, 
which has been going 
on since Nov. 26, 
2020, and said that 
Canada will always 
protect the right to 
peaceful protest, 
even if they are 
protesting and block- 
ing the roads every- 
where. 

Because of ongoing 
protests in Infront of 
the Indian council 
general's offices in 
B.C. and Toronto, 
India has requested 
Canada to provide 


govern- 


adequate security for 
its diplomatic mis- 
sions in the wake of 
alleged threats by 
Sikh extremists 
against the Consulate 
Vancouver during a 
farmers' protest in 
Delhi's borders. 

The matter has 
been taken up at the 
ministerial level. De- 
spite the Centre's ap- 
peal, the issue of 
"incompetence" of 
the police and secu- 
rity forces has been 
raised, offering ade- 
quate security to In- 
dian missions in 
Canada. 

Over the past two 
months, local police 
have allowed protests 
outside Indian mis- 
sions in Canada, with 
the participation of 
members of Sikhs for 
Justice (SJF). 

The position of the 
Canadian authorities 
on the demonstra- 
tions is motivated by 
domestic compul- 
sions. 

In December, India 
summoned the Cana- 
dian Additional 
Commissioner  fol- 
lowing remarks by 
Trudeau on the farm- 
ers' movement. 

According to India, 
the remarks have en- 
couraged a gathering 
of terrorist activities 
in front of their High 
Commission and 


Consulates in 
Canada that raise se- 
curity and safety is- 
sues. 

“We urge the Cana- 
dian government to 
refrain from using 
statements that jus- 
tify the diplomatic 
activity,” the Indian 
government said in a 
statement, noting 
that at the same time, 
they wanted to en- 
sure the complete 
safety of Indian 
diplomatic personnel 
and political leaders. 

The foreign min- 
istries' virtual confer- 
ence was cancelled 
following Trudeau's 
response, and Exter- 
nal Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar did not 
attend the group of 
foreign ministers to 
work out a specific 
strategy for dealing 
with COVID-19. 

However, on Tues- 
day, Canada's new 
Foreign Minister 
held a digital conver- 
sation with his In- 
dian counterpart in 
an attempt to stave 
off tensions. The dia- 
logue can be de- 
scribed as a matter of 
courtesy. 

Officials on 
Wednesday noted 
that no foreign ad- 
ministration had 
supported farmers 
opposing the three 
agricultural laws, al- 


though Indian-origin 
internationals such 
as Canada, the 
United States and the 
U.K., the people of 
India are protesting 
against this problem. 

Canadian officials, 


meanwhile, wel- 
comed the Govern- 
ment of India's 


commitment to on- 
going dialogue with 
farmers to address is- 
sues of concern. 
Indo-Canadian re- 
lations showed signs 
of revival between 
2019-20 in energy 
and the Indo-Pacific 
region, and various 
other areas. Sikh ex- 
tremists had recently 
taken part in demon- 
strations outside In- 
dian missions in the 


United States, 
Britain and Ger- 
many. 


In Washington, 
Mahatma Gandhi's 
statue was smashed 
by Khalistani ele- 
ments at the en- 
trance of the Indian 
embassy on Dec. 12, 
and the Indian mis- 
sion in Italy was re- 
cently targeted. 

It remains to be 
seen how both gov- 
ernments will liaise 
with each other as 


the farmers ‘rights 
movement  contin- 
ues. 


2021 
MAYOR'S 
ANNUAL 
VIRTUAL 
ADDRESS 


HER WORSHIP 
BONNIE CROMBIE 


MAYOR OF MISSISSAUGA 


MARCH 2 


8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
VIRTUAL EVENT 


HER WORSHIP, MAYOR BONNIE CROMBIE 
WILL ADDRESS THE MISSISSAUGA 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY ON CITY’S 
ISSUES, CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES 
AND GOOD NEWS STORIES. 


REGISTER HERE 
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Publishers aren't too big to fail — so why stop it? 


by Alex Gregory 
Iwas taken by 
surprise late last 
week when, after 
picking up a copy 
of the National 
Post, I was greeted 
with a blank front 


page. 
It wasn’t an out- 
of-season April 


Fool’s joke — it was 
a coordinated cam- 
paign to alert read- 
ers to an open 
letter published by 
lobby group News 
Media Canada, in 
an attempt to edu- 
cate them regard- 
ing the prominence 
of social media net- 
works and their im- 
pact on aggregated 
news. 

As someone who 
has a bit of an un- 
derstanding of the 
costs and prices as- 
sociated with print 
advertising, I’m not 
sure it was the best 
idea to sacrifice 
millions of dollars 
in print revenue on 
a glorified form let- 
ter that amounts to 
“Facebook bad.” 

Moreover, this 
isn’t going to force 
the core demo- 


graphic who relies 
on print to support 
the industry more 
than they already 
have, nor force pri- 
marily-online users 
to suddenly switch 
their viewing habits 
from a dopamine- 
fueled dripfeed of 
content from too 
many social plat- 
forms to count. 
The messaging is 
all wrong, and 
points to a problem 
that was faced with 
other industries 
years ago — 
namely, how you 
try to reinforce and 
support a model 
after you’ve tried 
too many solutions 
to count, in an at- 
tempt to force 
readers onto your 
own internal plat- 
forms when there 
are cheaper/open 
alternatives they 
can rely on. 
Facebook and 
Google don’t “take” 
your content — 
they simply point 
readers to it. 
Conversely, Face- 
book isn’t stealing 
ads from internal 


platforms — they’re 
offering a_ better 
and more accessi- 
ble platform. 

You don’t want 
people harvesting 
your content? Offer 
a more compelling 
product or look at 
alternate methods 
of content delivery. 
It’s not impossible 
— it can be done. 

The rise of audi- 
ence-funded jour- 
nalism and 
“micro-publishers” 
that keep lean mar- 
gins on overhead 
are proof enough 
that it work. 

I say this both as 
someone who man- 
ages a publication 
and someone who 
has worked in the 
industry for a long 
time and seen just 
how badly publish- 
ers have stumbled 
in the pursuit of 
monetization 
strategies. 

Throwing entire 
divisions of em- 
ployees at digital 
marketing efforts 
before throwing up 
their hands and 
centralizing every- 


one (with one- 
quarter of the man- 
power) in an 
out-of-the-way 
building in 
Toronto. High-pro- 
file experiments 
with publications 
under the same ed- 
itorial banner can- 
nibalizing each 
other for ad rev- 
enue and clicks. 

Announcements 
proclaiming the 
hiring of journalists 
in an effort to bring 
“local journalism” 
back to Peel and 
the GTA, with too 
many experiments 
to count, before 
they all got laid off 
or shuffled around 
a year later. 

I know I’ve said 
this before, but the 
cat was out of the 
bag years ago. It’s 
long past time that 
publishers adapt or 
die. 

I’m also not going 
to pretend that this 
publication is with- 
out sin — we’ve cer- 
tainly had to 
change our adver- 
tising model due to 
pressures affiliated 


with the COVID-19 
pandemic, and 
even going back be- 
fore then, but I’ve 
always thought that 
we ve tried to be re- 
strained with the 
way we monetize 
our content, and 
give our sub- 
scribers a very fair 
platform over this 
publication’s exis- 
tence. 

Idon’'t see the 
Toronto Star, the 
Sun, the Post or 
any of Metroland’s 
publications delet- 
ing the previews 
that redirect view- 
ers from sites like 
Twitter and Face- 
book back to their 
sites. 

I don’t see any at- 
tempt to try and 
shore up security 
with regards to ac- 
cessing paid con- 
tent on these sites 
— Icould easily 
rattle off a dozen 
ways that said con- 
tent could be ac- 
cessed in moments. 
(Hint: It’s all there 
for anyone to view 
in the page source.) 

I don’t see pub- 


lishers rushing to 
give back the tens 
of millions they 
took in on COVID 
relief loans to prop 
flagging corpses 
that were walkin 

dead years ago, an 

I certainly don’t see 
publishers working 
with social plat- 
forms, beyond 


Continued from Pg 1 


legacy means such 
as Google Advertis- 
ing, instead of por- 
traying them as the 
faceless boogey- 
men of the indus- 
try. 

That’s not to say 
that there aren’t le- 
gitimate gripes 
with the way social 
media handles con- 
tent, insofar as the 
transparency asso- 
ciated with redi- 
recting content and 
promoting it more 
through corporate 
means, but the ar- 
gument that social 
media is killing 
journalism is a 
dead horse that’s 
been propped up 
again — with pub- 


LOOKING FOR A WAY TO 


SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY? 


DONATE TO YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK. 


For an updated list of 
needed items, donation 
hours & contact information, 


visit brampton.ca/covid19 
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SAVE THE DATE 


14th annual golf tournament 


ax Benefitting The Community Foundation of Mississauga 


TUESDAY 


] 


9807 REGIONAL ROAD 25 
HALTON HILLS, ON 
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Province ups support for “hard-hit” Peel districts 


Nearly half of 
the 15 municipal- 
ities targeted as 
“hardest-hit” by 
the COVID-19 
pandemic are lo- 
cated in Peel Re- 
gion, the 
province has re- 
vealed. 

The Ontario 
government said 
Tuesday that it 
will be investing 


$12.5 million 
into “high-risk 
neighbourhoods” 


to help support 
local health units 
and community 
partners battling 
the virus. 
Municipalities 


in Brampton and 
Mississauga, in- 
cluding the Bra- 
malea area and 
northwest/east/s 
outhwest corners 
of Mississauga, 
were identified as 
high-priority 
communities in 
need of funding, 
according to a 
provincial strat- 
egy outlined this 
week. 

"We know that 
COVID-19 has 
impacted some 
communities 
much worse than 
others due_ to 
some of the bar- 
riers to accessing 


critical services," 
Premier Doug 
Ford said Tues- 
day. 

"This strategy 
starts to break 
down these barri- 
ers by offering 
people assistance 
in a variety of 
languages to en- 
sure these com- 
munities know 
where to get PPE, 
get tested or iso- 
late safely away 
from loved ones." 

In recent weeks, 
municipalities in 
Peel have set up 
dedicated testing 
centres for resi- 
dents who think 


they may have 
COVID-19, build- 
ing off previous 
funding an- 
nounced at all 
levels of govern- 
ment. 

Under the new 
funding strategy, 
the province is 
aiming to invest 
$42 million to 
create approxi- 
mately 1,500 
spaces in isola- 
tion centres for 
residents to use, 
if needed, along 
with additional 
supports such as 
transportation 
and links to so- 
cial services. 


The funding 
also includes fi- 
nancial support 
for residents who 
don’t qualify for 
Ontario Works or 
the Ontario Dis- 
ability Support 
Program (ODSP), 
as well as the hir- 
ing of community 
ambassadors to 
help deliver out- 
reach and com- 
munities to the 
affected commu- 
nities. 

Peel remains 
under a stay-at- 
home order man- 


dated by the 
province until 
Feb. 22. 


"We know that 
our ability to 
connect with all 
of our residents 
on the services 
and supports 
available to them 
is essential in our 
battle against 
this virus,” said 
Mississauga 
Mayor’ Bonnie 
Crombie. 

“T want to thank 
the (province) 
for recognizing 
the unique needs 
of our city and 
region and for 
providing us with 
additional sup- 
port.” 


Six arrests made, firearms seized in police blitz Recommendations sent by 
city for pre-budget consult 


More weapons, 
more problems. 
Seven suspects 
were arrested 
within a 12 hour 
period in connec- 
tion with firearm 
charges, accord- 
ing to Peel Police. 
Just after mid- 
night on Feb. 5, 
four men were ar- 
rested after offi- 
cers were notified 
of a suspicious ve- 
hicle loitering in 
the parking lot of 
a school in the 
Dixie and Father 
Tobin Road area 
in Brampton. 
Upon investigat- 
ing the scene, offi- 


cers discovered 
drugs and a hand- 
gun within the ve- 
hicle, and four 
men were ar- 
rested as a result. 

19 year-old 


Brandon James, 
of no fixed ad- 
dress; 20 year-old 
Fuad Giwa, of 
Toronto; 19 year- 
old Jassaine 
Clarke Mcfarlane, 
of Oshawa; and 
20 year-old Tyler 
Battah, of Or- 
angeville, were 
charged with drug 
and firearm of- 
fences in relation 
to the items dis- 
covered in the ve- 


hicle. All four men 
appeared in 
Brampton court 
on the morning of 
Feb. 5 to answer 
to the charges. 

On the same 
day, at 12 p.m. in 
the mennedy Road 
and Williams 
Parkway area, of- 
ficers attended 
the area after re- 
ceiving reports of 


an assault. 
Authorities later 
discovered __ that 


one of the sus- 
pects in the inci- 
dent was reported 
to have assaulted 
the victim at a 
residence, 


and 


then subsequently 
fled in a vehicle 
with other sus- 
pects. 

Officers located 
the vehicle in the 
area, and were 
able to arrest two 
men without inci- 
dent. 

20 year-old 
Shazi Cherebin, of 
Brampton, was 
charged with mul- 
tiple offences, in- 
cluding¢ 
breaking-and-en- 
tering, assault, 
robbery and 
unauthorized pos- 
session of a 
firearm, while 18 
year-old Jahiem 
James, of Missis- 
sauga, was 
charged with mul- 
tiple firearm-re- 
lated offences. 

Both men ap- 
peared in Bram- 
potn court on Feb. 
6 to answer to the 
charges. 

A 20-year-old 
woman and a 25- 
year-old woman, 
both from Bramp- 
ton, were charged 
with living unlaw- 
fully in a dwelling, 
and will appear in 
court to answer to 
the charges at a 
later date. 


City councillors 
in Mississauga 
voted to submit 
pre-budget _rec- 
ommendations to 
the federal and 
provincial govern- 
ment ahead of the 
2021 budget 
Wednesday. 

Councillors 
voted at the regu- 
lar General Com- 
mittee to endorse 
the recommenda- 
tions, which sup- 
port infrastructure 
projects, encour- 
age new revenue 
tools and urge ac- 
tion to help the 
city mitigate the 
effects of COVID- 
10. 
“As we battle the 
second wave, our 
main street busi- 
nesses, transit 
services, tourism 
and cultural in- 
dustries continue 
to be severely im- 


pacted,” said 

Mayor Bonnie 

Crombie. 
“Cooperation 


from all levels of 
government has 
been essential in 
helping us 
weather the finan- 


cial storm. As we 
move through 
2021, we will need 
our federal and 
provincial _ part- 
ners to continue to 
collaborate with 
us.” 

The recommen- 
dations also seek 
support for small 
businesses, the 
tourism, cultural 
and air trans- 
portation sectors 
as well as an ade- 
quate sick pay 
program to help 
keep workers safe. 

The city is also 
encouraging the 
provincial govern- 
ment to work with 
municipalities to 
develop new rev- 
enue tools that 
will allow cities to 
deliver services 
and improve the 
quality of life for 
residents while 
keeping property 
taxes affordable. 

The federal and 
provincial _ pre- 
budget submis- 
sions can be 
accessed online at 
the City of Missis- 
sauga website 
(mississauga.ca). 
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Community funding brings $1.4 million to local rec centre 


by Alex Gregory 


The federal gov- 
ernment and the 
province will pro- 
vide funding for 
the renovation of 
a Brampton recre- 
ation centre, as 
part of a $1.4 mil- 
lion dollar fund- 
ing package. 

Chinguacousy 
Wellness Centre 
will receive the 
funding as part of 
the Community, 
Culture and 
Recreation Infra- 
structure Stream 
(CCRIS), Bramp- 
ton North MP 
Ruby Sahota said 
Tuesday during a 
virtual press con- 
ference announc- 
ing the initiative. 

Sahota, who was 
joined by Bramp- 
ton Mayor Patrick 
Brown, local MPs 
and MPPs, said 
that the federal 
government 
would provide 
$572,000 through 
the CCRIS stream, 
while the province 
would provide 
$476,619 and the 


city would provide 
$381,381. 

The planned 
renovation for the 
site, tied in part to 
the city’s Parks 
and Recreation 
Master Plan to 
renew rec centres 
throughout _ the 
various neighbur- 
hoods, will see the 
Wellness Centre 
receive ‘repairs 
and upgrades to 
walkways, catch 
basins, floor 
drainage, retiling 
and new change 
rooms, shower fa- 
cilities, wash- 
room s 
energy- efficient 
fixtures and much 
more. 

Sahota, speaking 
on behalf of Min- 
ister of Infrastruc- 
ture Catherine 
McKenna, said the 
new upgrades 
were essential to 
support sustain- 
able and inclusive 
communities. 

“Investing in 
community recre- 
ation centres pro- 


motes __ people’s 
health and well- 
being and builds 
inclusive and sus- 
tainable commu- 
nities where 
eople want to 
ive, work and 
raise families,” 
said Sahota. “The 
renovation of the 
(centre) will pro- 
vide better access 
to recreational op- 
portunities for the 
residents of 
Brampton.” 
While the centre 
remains closed 
due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic, con- 


ing ver | 


struction is ex- 
pected to begin on 
the upgrades in 
the spring. 

Provincial Asso- 
ciate Minister of 
Small Business, 
Prabmeet 
Sarkaria, said that 
investing in the 
city’s recreation 
today will ensure 
that residents can 
continue enjoying 
all its amenties 
and services in the 
future. 

“By improving 
our facilities and 
helping families 
stay active, we’re 


providing our 
community with 
healthy and enjoy- 
able ways’ to 
weather this 
storm,” said 
Sarkaria. 

Other projects 


continuing under 
the city’s Parks 
and ___— Recreation 
Master Plan in- 
clude the River- 
s t o n e 
redevelopment, of 
which the city 
took ownership of 
the property and 
surrounding lands 
last summer, and 
is completing ren- 


ovations to the 
site; and a number 
of projects related 
to trail develop- 
ment and park en- 
hancements 
throughout the 
city. 

“We are excited 
to begin these ren- 
ovations and look 
forward to contin- 
ued collaboration 
with all levels of 
government on fu- 
ture projects in 


Brampton,” said 
Wards 7 &8 city 
councillor Char- 


maine Williams. 
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— It’s here! 


Browse, borrow 
and explore from 


anywhere with the 


Brampton Library 
Mobile App. 
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for business in the 
entire country, and 
certainly Missis- 
sauga businesses 
felt the economic 
impact of COVID- 
19,” said MBOT 
CEO David Wojcik. 
“While most busi- 
ness paid their 
property taxes, it 
was not without 
ed strug- 

e.”. 

MBOT, along with 
the Clarkson, 
Cooksville, Mahon, 
Port Credit and 
Streetsville BIAs, 
are calling on mem- 
bers of City Council 
to vote for a prop- 


attempted murder case 


12 Division’s 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau is 
asking for the 
public’s help in 
locating suspects 
in an attempted 
murder case. 

On Jan. 5, 
around 9 a.m. in 
the South Gate- 
way and Dixie 
Road area, a 54 
year-old Hamil- 
ton man was ap- 
proached by three 
suspects and re- 
peatedly as- 
saulted while 
attending a mall 
in the area. 


The — suspects 
fled the area in a 
four-door silver 
sedan. The vic- 
tim was trans- 
ported to a 
trauma center in 
critical condition. 

Surveillance 
footage shows 
that the suspects 
were wearing 
black pants, black 
hooded sweaters 
and face cover- 
ings. 

Anyone with in- 
formation regard- 
ing the case is 
asked to call 12 
Division at 


Happy 100 th Birthday to HAZEL McCALLION 
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MPs axe police bill aimed at punishing arms smugglers 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A private member’s 
bill aimed at puttin 
the brakes on illega 
arms smuggling in 
Canada hit the skids 
last week when it 
was defeated by the 
Liberals and NDP — 
despite promises to 
curb gun violence. 

A Conservative MP 
representing 
Markham Unionville 
riding made a push 
for non-cabinet min- 
isters to adopt Bill C- 
238 in the House of 
Commons last week, 
which would amplify 
punishments against 
individuals who 
smuggle weapons in 
toCanada. 

The bill, promoted 
by Punjabi MP Bob 
Saroya, was defeated 
by a margin of just 
20 votes last week by 
Liberal and NDP 
MPs. 

The bill sought to 
amend Canada's 
Criminal Code to in- 
crease the minimum 
sentence for smug- 
glers from one year 
to three years. 

The bill also pro- 


vided that a person 
could be sentenced 
maximum of 14 
years in prison if 
found with a smug- 
gled weapon. 

The axing of the 
bill came as shoot- 
ings were on an up- 
ward trend in the 
country, with politi- 
cians at all levels of 
government seeking 
solutions to curb gun 
violence — particu- 
larly in the wake of 
high-profile gun vio- 
lence in Peel Region, 
the GTAand _be- 
yond. 

In mid-December, 
Toronto Police Serv- 
ice seized $18 mil- 
lion in drugs, along 
with 78 guns. In 
June 2020, 38 
firearms were seized 
after a traffic stop in 
ectaeah oe — to say 
nothing of shootings 
and gang violence 
that rocked neigh- 
bourhoods in 
Brampton, Malton 
and other areas and 
led to widespread 
calls for reform. 


Remember last 


May when _ the 
Trudeau _ Liberals 
used the Nova Scotia 
mass killing as an ex- 
cuse to ban 1,500 
models of "military- 
style" rifles and shot- 
uns owned _ by 
aw-abiding Canadi- 
ans? 

(That number has 
since crept up to 
9,500 models and 
perhaps 400,000 in- 
dividual guns.) 

The biggest reason 
for the confiscation 
of guns in Canadian 


history is public 
safety. Somehow, 
taking the spear 


away from hunters, 
farmers, and flyin 
saucer shooters wi 
encourage drug deal- 
ers and gang mem- 
bers to stop using 
pistols to kill each 
other. 

"Every Canadian 
want to see less gun 
violence and safer 
communities. So 
today, we have taken 
another big step for- 
ward," Prime Minis- 
ter Justin Trudeau 
said when announc- 


ing the ban. 

"Enough 
enough," added Pub- 
lic Safety Minister 
Bill Blair. "Banning 
these guns will save 
Canadian lives." 

The government 
has repeatedly ac- 
knowledged that gun 
violence and gun 
crime is an increas- 
ing problem in Cana- 
dian society that 
needs to be ad- 
dressed with a com- 
prehensive strategy. 
This was recently re- 
iterated in the 
Speech from the 
Throne in Sep. 2020. 

That is why the 
mandate letters of 
the Minister of Jus- 
tice and the Minister 
of Public Safety have 
committed to the im- 
plementation of a ro- 
bust set of firearms 
amendments, _in- 
cluding the stronger 
penalties for gun 
smuggling. 

On the other hand, 
the NDP's intention 
is to support the Lib- 
eral government by 
all means, but the 


statistics raise ques- 
tions as to why the 
Liberal Party op- 
posed the bill. 

In 2018, for exam- 
ple, the federal gov- 
ernment's 
Department of Pub- 
lic Safety conducted 
a study of 130,000 
Canadians. 78 per 
cent of people sug- 
gested that the gov- 
ernment should 
enact stricter laws on 
illegal handguns 
rather than confis- 
cate licensed guns 
from Canadians. 


According to 86 
per cent of those sur- 
veyed, the _ illicit 


arms market is a 
source of concern 
that Saroya's bill tar- 
geted. 

In Dec. 2019, 
Toronto Police Chief 
Mark Saunders pub- 
licly admitted that 
police intelligence 
reports revealed that 
82 per cent of the 
handguns found in 
Toronto were smug- 
gled in from the 
United States. 

According to Duf- 


ferin-Caledon MPP 
Sylvia Jones, 84 per 
cent of the weapons 
found in Ontario are 
smuggled from the 
United States. 

According to Den- 
nis Young, a former 
RCMP officer who li- 
aised with Canada 
Border Services 
Agency (CBSA), the 
enormous numbers 
of illegal weapons 
seized in 2019 came 
from the southwest- 
ern part of Toronto, 
the same area that 
Saroya brought the 
bill into considera- 
tion. 

In 2018, the Lib- 
eral overnment 
budgeted $51.5 mil- 
lion over the next 
five years to help the 
CBSA better deal 
with gun smuggling. 

The question is 
raised — why is the 
same government 
failing a bill in Par- 
liament on this seri- 
ous issue, just 
because an Opposi- 
tion MP brought it? 


Habib pcb e E * 


490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 


¢ volunteer 


¢ donate funds or food 


¢ hold a food drive 
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Bolton contractor fined $50k after industrial accident 


A Bolton 
Seeeaan 2 com- 
any has been 
ined $50,000 in 
connection with 
an industrial ac- 
cident in 2017, 


con- 


Peel Weekly 
News has 
learned. 


Rafat General 
Contracting, 
which operates 
one of its lead of- 
fices in Bolton, 
had the sentence 
given Monday in 

rovincial of- 

ences court 
after sentencing 
was delayed last 


year due to the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

The contractin 
company, whic 
has an office on 
George’ Bolton 
Parkway, pro- 
vides excavation, 
demolition and 
other services to 
the construction 
industry. 

The company 
was engaged in a 
renovation proj- 
ect on a multi- 
storey building 
on Yonge Street 
in Toronto on 
Mar. 2, 2017, 


William Osler 
Health System 


FOUN Dario WN 


helping demolish 
an dismantle 
ais of the 

uilding’s inte- 
rior. 

At the time of 
the incident, a 
supervisor noted 
that a horizontal 
steel beam 
placed on_ what 
was the ceiling of 
the basement 
floor, supporting 

art of the first 

oor, had one 
end that was not 
properly = con- 
nected to a steel 
plate on top of 
the column. 


WILL TAKE PLACE 


~ APRIL 10, 


The supervisor 
used the bucket 
of a mini excava- 
tor belonging to 
the company to 
push the uncon- 
nected (west) 
end of the steel 
beam and_ to 
move it off the 
steel plate, and 
then lowered the 
west end of the 
beam to the con- 
crete floor 
below. 

The east end of 
the horizontal 
beam remained 
connected to its 
vertical steel col- 


FOL! GALA 


umn, which 
seu in an 
upright position. 

Shonky there- 
after, the steel 
assembly _ col- 
lapsed, striking a 
worker and pin- 
ning them under 
the collapsed 
structure. The 
injured worker 
sustained _ seri- 
ous injuries. 

An _ investiga- 
tion found that 
the company did 
not adhere to 


Section 31(1)(b) 
of the Construc- 
Projects 


tion 


Regulation . 
which states that 
"every part of a 

roject, includ- 
ing a temporar 
structure, shall 
be adequately 
braced to pre- 
vent any move- 
ment that may 
affect stability or 
cause its failure 
or collapse." 

A 25 per cent 
victim surcharge 
was also. im- 
posed by provin- 
cial offences 
court during the 
sentencing. 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
AND STAY TUNED FOR DETAILS! 
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Second Cup finds new owner in Foodtastic as Aegis parts 


by Alex Gregory 


That’s the way 
the cookie crum- 
bles. 

Mississauga’s 
Aegis Brands an- 
nounced plans 
Tuesday to sell 
coffee chain Sec- 
ond Cup to Que- 
bec-based 
franchising com- 
pany Foodtastic, 
in a $14 million 
dollar deal. 

Under the terms 
of the deal, Food- 
tastic will pay $14 
million plus post- 
closing royalties 
to Aegis, which 
owns 231 Second 
Cup locations. 

Aegis, which 
still trades on the 
Toronto Stock 
Exchange as Sec- 
ond Cup Limited, 
and operates its 


head office in 
north Missis- 
sauga, made 


waves with the 
purchase of the 
coffee chain in 
late 2019, plan- 


ning a rebranding 
of the long-run- 
ning brand. 

The COVID-19 
pandemic played 
havoc with those 
plans, as Aegis 
would later repo- 
sition itself with 
new coffee and 
specialty brands, 
including the ac- 
quisition of Ot- 
t awa’ s 
Bridgehead Cof- 
fee in September 
and the launch of 
a chain of 
cannabis stores 
under the “Hemi- 
sphere” banner. 

The deal was 
billed as Foodtas- 
tic’s first coffee 
shop acquisition, 
and would add to 
franchised loca- 


tions for 17 
restaurant and 
bar brands 
throughout the 
country. 

The deal is a 


“pivotal moment” 
for Aegis, said its 


president and 
CEO, Steven Pel- 
ton. 

“We see many 
potential oppor- 
tunities to help 
talented _entre- 
preneurs and 
strong brands as 
they emerge from 
the challenges of 
the pandemic," 
said Pelton. "We 
are excited about 
the opportunity 
to uncover new 
opportunities for 
growth. Aegis was 
created with the 
vision of building 
a portfolio of 
amazing brands 
that can grow and 
flourish with ac- 
cess to our re- 
sources and 
expertise. We are 
committed to let- 
ting each com- 
pany operate as 
an independent 
brand, while sup- 
porting, promot- 
ing, and 
protecting 


Company 
through its many 
stages of growth." 

In a statement, 
Pelton said that 
the company 
would focus on 
developing 
Bridgehead and 
Hemisphere, 
while “seeking 
out exciting new 


growth and ac- 
quisition oppor- 
tunities” focused 
on entrepreneur- 
ial brands with 
strong growth po- 
tential.” 

As of Aegis’ last 
financial filing, 
the company re- 
ported a com- 
bined revenue of 


$6.25 billion 
from its. fran- 
chised and corpo- 
rate-owned 
stores, based on 
reopenings that 
were made dur- 
ing the pandemic, 
with a $751 mil- 
lion net loss for 
their last quarter. 


Dufferin-Caledon nets $3.4 million for a ene proj ects 


Dufferin-Caledon 
will receive over 
$3.4 million for in- 
frastructure projects 
through a commu- 
nity infrastructure 
fund, the province 
announed last week. 

The funding, deliv- 
ered through the 
Ontario Community 
Infrastructure Fund 
(OCIF) will benefit 
infrastructure proj- 
ects in 10 municipal- 
ities to address 
community needs, 
including road and 
bridge repair, along 
with water and 
wastewater __infra- 
structure. 

“T am upholding 
my commitment to 
support our local 
municipalities by- 


—o- 


creating jobs, at- 
tracting economic 
growth and invest- 
ment, and making 
our community the 
best place to live and 
grow,” said Duf- 
ferin-Caledon MPP 
Sylvia Jones. 

Some of the invest- 
ment in communi- 
ties across 
Dufferin-Caledon 
include $425,342 for 
the County of Duf- 
ferin, $1,413,316 for 
the Town of Cale- 
don, $119,067 for 
the Town of Grand 
Valley, $206,047 for 
Mono and $816,152 
for Orangeville. 

The funding above 
is a part of the 
province’s $200 mil- 
lion commitment to 


424 communities to 
help them address 
their core infrastruc- 
ture projects and 
asset management 
planning needs in 
2021. 

“By investing in in- 
frastructure projects 
across the province, 
we are strengthen- 
ing and_ building 
communities,” said 
Laurie Scott, Minis- 
ter of Infrastructure. 
“This is part of our 
ongoing commit- 
ment to support 
small, rural and 
northern municipal- 
ities across Ontario, 
providing stable 
funding needed to 
build long-term eco- 
nomic resilience.” 
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Region mounts campaign to emphasize investment in paid sick leave 


Paid sick leave 
is needed ur- 
gently for work- 
ers, the region 
urged the 
province earlier 
this month. 

The Region of 
Peel recently 
launched a pub- 
lic campaign 
asking residents 
to add_ their 
voice to the call 
for the provin- 
cial and federal 


lack of access to 
paid sick days is 
a health hazard, 

articularly for 

ow-income 
workers, con- 
tract and agency 
workers, those 
who cannot 
work remotely, 
and health-care 
workers, many 
of whom are 
considered _ es- 
sential but do 
not have access 


we cannot af- 
ford to wait to 
do more to pre- 
vent the spread 
of the virus in 
our commu- 
nity,” said Peel 
Regional Chair 
Nando Iannicca. 
“We_ encourage 
residents to join 
the call on the 
federal and 
provincial gov- 
ernments to 
move forward to 


Without access 
to paid sick 
leave, many es- 
sential workers 
are faced with 
an impossible 
decision 
whether to stay 
home and face 
financial hard- 
ship or to con- 
tinue to work 
and potentially 
infect others in 
their workplace. 

Given the risks 


their families, 
co-workers, and 
the public in 
general. 

Paid sick leave 
will help save 
lives, the region 
said in a state- 
ment. 

“Paid sick day 
supports for 
workers who 
have COVID-19 
or need to iso- 
late because 
they may have 


nesses to oper- 
ate safely, re- 
ducing 
community 
transmission of 
COVID-109,” 
said Peel’s chief 
medical officer 
of health, Dr. 
Lawrence Loh. 
Residents’ in 
Peel are encour- 
doen to an 
peelregion.ca/p 
aid-sick-leave 
where they can 


governments to to paid sick implement paid to their own beenexposedto email their local 
provide paid days, said rep- sick leave bene- well-being that the virus will MP and/or MPP 
sick leave dueto resentatives fits, which are theseemployees help support and join the call 
the COVID-19 fromthe region. necessary to face, every ef- workers to fol- for paid sick 
pandemic. “Given the ur- protect some of fort must be low public leave in Peel. 

The pandemic gency of the our most vul- madeto protect health guidance 
has highlighted current state of nerable work- their health and and support our 
the fact that the pandemic, ers.” safety as well as essential busi- 
r 
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Do You Have an Online Presence? 


by Dwania Peele, Canadian Small Business Women 


Now more than 
ever, small busi- 
nesses need to have 
an online presence! 

According to 
CIRA (Canadian 
Internet Registra- 
tion Authority), 
Canadians spent 
over $40 _ billion 
dollars online in 
2020. 

In a survey con- 
ducted in Mar. 
2020, it found that 
over 73 per cent of 


Canadians shop 
online. This was 
pre-COVID! 


Now that we are 
facing restrictions 
and small _busi- 
nesses are facing 
additional — chal- 
lenges, finding 
ways to increase 
our presence on- 
line is paramount. 

During the 2020 
holiday season, it 
was very surprising 
to me how many 
small businesses 
have not invested 
in a website. 

Having a website 
makes it easy for a 
potential customer 
to purchase with- 


out having to go 
back and forth in a 
Q&A-style conver- 
sation via email or 
phone. With a web- 
site, they can see 
the product and 
purchase with a 
simple click. There 
are many advan- 
tages to having a 
website. 

Exposure to 
hundreds of mil- 
lions of shoppers - 
a website turns 
your company 
from a local busi- 
ness to an interna- 
tional business in 
the matter of one 


click. Now, you 
can access cus- 
tomers from 


around the world. 

- Access to data 
from online shop- 
pers - a website can 
collect valuable 
data on your cus- 
tomers that can be 
used in future mar- 
keting strategies. 

You can find out 
their demograph- 
ics, where they are 
from, if they are ac- 
cessing your site 
via desktop, tablet 


or mobile as well as 
the most popular 
items listed on 
your. site. This 
build in analytics 
can help you en- 
hance your digital 
marketing and 
your bottom line. 

- Credibility - a 
website is consid- 
ered your online 
business address. 
It’s a one stop shop 
for your customers. 
It identifies who 
you are, your value 

roposition, a way 

or customers to 
contact you and 
eee you access to 
company 
panded email. 

A survey in 2015 
showed that 84 per 
cent of customers 
believe that having 
a website makes 
your business more 
credible. 

- Availability of 
items 24 hours per 
day - unlike a brick 
and mortar, the in- 
ternet doesn’t have 
operating hours. 

Your customers 
can access your site 
24/7 at no extra 


“over-time” cost to 
you. 

- Helps you keep 
track of your busi- 
ness in real time - 
analytics used 
wisely, can im- 
prove a business’ 
bottom line. 

You can_ track 
your website’s per- 
formance in real 
time to evaluate 
the number of visi- 
tors going to your 
site, unique visi- 
tors, repeat visi- 
tors, time spent on 
certain pages of 
your site, page 
views and bounce 
rate. 

Now that you 
know WHY you 
need a_ website, 
let’s talk about the 
HOW. 

Having a website 
built for your busi- 
ness can be costly, 
but there are many 
free and inexpen- 
sive options avail- 
able. 

- Digital Main 

Street 

- WordPress 

- Website.com 

- Bookmark 


- SiteW 

- Webnode 

- Webself 

Word Lite 

- Wix 

- Constant 

Contact 

- Squarespace 

- Hubspot 

- Site123 

- Shopify 

Check out our 
website, Canadi- 
anSmallBusiness- 
Women.ca, for a 
free trial of Shopify 
and Constant Con- 
tact! 

With all the tips 
above, 2021 is a 
great time to get 
started (and fin- 
ished) on a website 
so that you can 
present your busi- 
ness as an author- 


ity. 


Canadian Small 
Business Women 
was established in 
2013 by Dwania 
Peele. 

It was created as 
a place for aspir- 
ing and current 
Canadian entre- 


preneurs to find 
the necessary re- 
sources to take 
their businesses to 
the next level. 
Dwania Peele is a 
lover of entrepre- 


neurship, volun- 
teering and 
networking. 


A Chemist and 
Political Scientist 
by training and 
education but an 
entrepreneur at 
heart, Dwania has 
started two suc- 
cessful businesses 
since 2008. 

Dwania appears 
in a guest speaker 
or panelist capac- 
ity at various 
events to provide 
valuable informa- 
tion to those in 
need. 

Dwania also 
champions the suc- 
cess of immigrant 
entrepreneurs in 
her books The 
Power Within: In- 
spiring Stories of 
Female Immigrant 
Entrepreneurs & 
Voices of Strength: 
Inspiring Stories 
of Entrepreneurs. 
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ARTISTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE: 
A LIVE INDUSTRY SHOWCASE 


Nefisa 


Ansong Karbon 


WHO WILL BE 202TS 
ARTIST FOR SOCIAL 
CHANGE? 


Pittari tapped as Peel’s 
finance commissioner 


Julie Pittari_ will 
take the reins as 
Peel’s acting finance 
commissioner, the 
region announced 
last week. 

Pittari, an industry 
vet with more than 15 
years of investment 
management and 
leadership _experi- 
ence, will officially 
begin her duties on 
Mar. 8, serving as the 
Acting Commissioner 
of Finance and Chief 
Financial Officer for 
the region. 

In a statement last 
week, the region said 
that Pittari has 
worked with a num- 
ber of stakeholder 
groups, including 
other municipalities, 
various levels of gov- 
ernment and the Peel 
Housing Corporation 
to strengthen the re- 
gion’s financial part- 
nerships and 
position. 

Pittari will tem- 
porarily vacate her 
position as Director 
of Treasury Services, 
overseeing the strate- 
gic development and 
execution of the Re- 
gion’s first active 
Cash Management 
Strategy. 

Moving forward, 
the region said it will 
be consolidating the 
Corporate Services 
and Finance depart- 
ments. Recruitment 
efforts for a new 
Commissioner _ of 
Corporate Services 
and Chief Financial 
Officer has already 


commenced, said 
chief administrative 
officer Janice Baker. 

“The work that is 
undertaken in the 
Corporate Services 
and Financial De- 
partments is essential 
to the success of the 
Region of Peel as an 
organization. This 
consolidation — will 
allow us to capitalize 
on the strengths of 
both departments 
and build on an al- 
ready collaborative 
culture in the delivery 
of integrated internal 
services,” said Baker. 
“As we conduct a ful- 
some search for a 
new Commissioner 
of Corporate Services 
and Chief Financial 
Officer, I am confi- 
dent that Julie’s ex- 
perience and 
expertise will help 
ensure the Region 
continues its legacy 
of strong financial 
management.” 

Pittari will work to 
maintain the Re- 
gion’s principles of 
sound financial man- 
agement and careful 
planning — key ele- 
ments in providing 
cost-effective services 
to the community, 
said the region. 

While recruitment 
efforts are underway, 
Tareq El-Ahmed will 
be filling the role of 
Acting Director of 
Treasury Services, in 
addition to his role of 
Senior Treasury Port- 
folio Manager. 
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How Ear Is Too 


by Vidya Gopaul 


In recent days, what 
is happening in poli- 
tics in the land of real 
and true Democracy, 
the United States of 
America, shows that, 
in politics, everyone is 
for herself or himself. 

The U.S. proclaims 
itself to be a landmark 
for democratic deci- 
sions, but these days, 
it seems that the kind 
of political atmos- 
phere there is no dif- 
ferent than in some of 
the non-Democratic 
countries, such as, 
Iran, Iraq, Russian, 
China, North Korea, 
Cuba and, as recently 
as of Feb. 2021, 
Myanmar. 

Those countries 
have Communist, 
Theocratic, Authori- 
tarian and military 
type political systems. 
The political leaders 
of those countries are 
constantly sur- 
rounded and_ pro- 
tected by military and 
armed forces. 

Hence, what is the 
difference between 
those countries and 
the U.S., which prides 
itself in being “the 
land of the brave and 
free”? 

It seems no demo- 
cratically elected po- 
litical leader in US is 
safe or free to lead a 
normal life these 
days, because there 
are about more than 
5,000 military sol- 
diers guarding the 
Capitol Hill and many 
other government 
buildings all around 
the U.S. 

Moreover, there 
have been numerous 
threats against those 
politicians. 

The Democratic 


Party, since they have 
the majority in the 
House and the Sen- 
ate, are acting like a 
dictatorship and au- 
thoritarian govern- 
ment, because they 
are seemingly hell- 
bent on punishing the 
Republican Party. 

It seems that they 
are plotting to annihi- 
late the Republican 
Party and become the 
sole political party to 
govern the country. 

The above idea 
sounds very familiar 
in Canadian politics. 
According to the 
Toronto Star on Jan. 
20, 2011, ex-Prime 
Minister of Canada 
Stephen Harper had 
made no secret of de- 
Sorbets the Liberal 
Party of Canada. 

He said that the Lib- 
eral dominance of 
Canada for so many 
years was a "benign 
dictatorship," and 
must be eliminated as 
Canada was leaning 
more towards to the 
right, according to 
him. 

Guess what? In 
2015, he was defeated 
badly in the general 
election by the Liberal 
Party. The party is 
still here but Harper’s 
influence was elimi- 
nated. 

Similarly, with a 
majority, the Demo- 
cratic Party under 
Nancy Pelosi, Chuck 
Schumer and Joe 
Biden are trying to 
suppress the voices of 
the Republican Party 
every chance they get 
by removing its mem- 
bers from committees 
(Marjorie Taylor 
Greene), cancelling 


show hosts that sup- 
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Far In The Name of Democracy? 


port them (Lou Bobbs 
for Fox News Chan- 
nel), using high-tech 
companies and De- 
mocrat supporters to 
shut down = social 
media accounts, and 
threatening corpora- 
tions to stop their do- 
nations to the 
Republican Party if 
they keep supporting 
Donald Trump. 

Pelosi, who initiated 
the rules that all 
members in the 
House must go 
through metal detec- 
tors, failed to do so. 
Whereas other GOP 
members were fined 
when they did not go 
through the metal de- 
tectors. 

It looks like there 
two sets of rules, one 
for the Democrats 
and the other for 
other political party 
members. 

Therefore, what the 
Democrats are doing, 
it seems, is no differ- 
ent than Vladimir 
Putin, the Communist 
leader of Russia, or 
the Military Party of 
Myanmar. 

Every time the op- 
position party leader, 
Alexei Navalny, tries 
to establish a Demo- 
cratic political system, 
Putin either puts him 
in jail for years, tries 
to poison him or does 
something to sup- 
press his voice. 

Similarly,, the mili- 
tary leader of Myan- 
mar has put the 
Democratic Party 
leader, Aung San Suu 
Kyi , under house ar- 
rest because she is a 
force to be reckoned 
with. 

She wants to have a 
fair democratic elec- 


tion and the govern- 
ment, while a military 
power suppresses her 
demands and voices. 
The government has 
cut off access to her 
internet services and 
social media plat- 
forms, just as the tech 
giant company have 
done to some Repub- 
licans in the US. 

It may be the De- 
mocrats are in the 
same situation; 
namely, Donald 
Trump is a powerful 
force to be reckoned 
with, and they are try- 
ing to suppress his 
voice and demand by 
impeaching him twice 
and removing all his 
democratic rights to 
be president again. 

So, what is the dif- 
ference between US 
Democrats and 
Putin? Or Myanmar? 
You be the judge! 

Just ask any leader 
of any Democratic 
country whether 
would they like to be 
Prime Minister or 
President for life. Iam 
sure they all will say, 
"Yes." 

As recently as a few 
weeks ago, Justin 
Trudeau, the Prime 
Minister of Canada, 
said that would love 
to be the PM for a few 
more years. He has a 
minority government 
right now. 

Mike Bloomberg, 
the ex-mayor of New 
York City, had to 
rewrite the constitu- 
tion to be the mayor 
of the city for three 
terms — normally, it is 
two consecutive four- 
year terms in office 
for a mayor. 

I am sure other 
leaders would wish 


the same, such as 
Harper, Ronald Rea- 
gan, Barack Obama, 
George Bush and Bill 
Clinton. 

Hence, in Democ- 
racy, the politicians 
are doing almost the 
same things that the 
Communist, Theo- 
cratic, Authoritarian 
and military type po- 
litical systems are 
doing, and that is, 
suppress the opposi- 
tion leaders’ voices, 
strip them of their 
fandamental rights, 
threatening them 
with demotions and 
even putting them in 
jail. 

If Democrats had 
their way, they would 
put Trump in jail, an 
idea that has been 
swirling around their 
minds. 

Is that is what 
Democracy is all 
about? A power grab? 

What is then the dif- 
ference between the 
U.S. and them? It 
seems that if your 
opinion and _ view- 
point are not the 
same as the ruling 
government, then you 
do not have freedom 
of speech ,even in a 
Democratic country! 

North America was 
built on the basis of 
freedom of speech, 
free to express your- 
self and live life with- 
out any fear, walk the 
street without over- 
looking your shoulder 
- all those to get away 
from the Communist 
and = Authoritarian 
government of yester- 
years of Europe, espe- 
cially the Nazi era. We 
do not want to relieve 
that era again. 

Joe Biden won the 


US election on the 
basis that he is the 
one who can unite the 
United States of 
America. It seems 
that he still has a 
vendetta against the 
Republicans. 

If he truly believes 
in unity, then he 
should advise his 
party leaders to let go 
of what happened 
with the ex-president 
and move the country 
forward. Dwelling on 
the past is not going 
move the country for- 
ward. 

It is an irony that on 
the same front page of 
a newspaper, side-by- 
side there were two 
articles, one where 
the Democrats of US 
are trying to impeach 
Donald Trump and 
the other, Vladimir 
Putin was putting his 
opposition _ leader, 
Alexei Navalny in jail! 
What a similarity be- 
tween a Democratic 
political system and 
the Authoritarian sys- 
tem! 

At the end of the 
day, in the name of 
Democracy, they do 
the same thing as ina 
Communist, Theo- 
cratic, Authoritarian 
and military type po- 
litical system country. 

The only difference 
is that in a non-De- 
mocratic country 
when they do those 
things they are called 
murderers, _ killers, 
human rights viola- 
tors and downright 
unconstitutional, 
whereas in a Demo- 
cratic country when 
they do the same 
things it is called “po- 
litically correct." 


° 
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Workers willing to take vaccine if barriers are eliminated: Report 


A new report by 
SEIU Healthcare, 
a union §repre- 
senting over 
60,000 frontline 
healthcare work- 
ers in Ontario, 
and _ researchers 
at Women's Col- 
lege Research In- 
stitute, conducted 
a survey of over 
8,700 frontline 
healthcare work- 
ers and reported 
this week that 
four out of five 
are _ potentially 
willing to take 
COVID-19  vac- 
cines if personal 
financial barriers 
are eliminated. 

The research 
demonstrates the 


provincial  gov- 
ernment can ac- 
celerate 
vaccination up- 
take among front- 
line workers by 
providing modest 
financial assis- 
tance to precari- 
ously employed 
workers, _—_espe- 
cially those with- 
out access to paid 


sick leave. 
"As the govern- 
ment plans to 


ramp up vaccine 
roll-out, it's im- 
portant that their 
plan eliminate all 
barriers to vacci- 
nation for front- 
line healthcare 
workers. That's 
why we're calling 


on Premier Ford's 
government to 
provide financial 
support for those 
healthcare work- 
ers who lack paid 
sick leave and are 
anxious about 
missing work be- 
cause of potential 
side effects from 
the vaccine," said 
Sharleen Stewart, 
president of SEIU 
Healthcare. "It's 
also critical that 
workers be com- 
pensated for the 
time and cost to 
travel to off-site 
vaccination cen- 
tres, like those at 
Orangeville's 
Headwaters 
Health Care Cen- 


tre who must 
travel over an 
hour to get the 
vaccine in Bramp- 
ton." 

"We need to 
build trust and 
ensure equitable 
access to the 
COVID-19 _ vac- 
cine," said Dr. 
Noah Ivers, a 
family physician, 
scientist at the 
Women's College 


Research _Insti- 
tute and the Uni- 
versity of 


Toronto, as well 
as the scientific 
lead for the proj- 
ect and co-lead of 


the 19toZero 
coalition in On- 
tario. "We have 


spent months 
thinking about 
how to build vac- 
cine confidence. 
This survey shows 
us a simple ap- 
proach: govern- 
ments can show 
how convinced 
they are that the 
vaccines are safe 
by saying that any 
missed work for 
side effects will 
covered, by guar- 
anteeing sick pay 
for those who 
might have side 
effects. This 
would display 
confidence in the 
vaccine, and I ex- 
pect it would cost 
very little because 
studies show that 


missing work 
after the vaccine 
is very, very rare. 
But the symbol- 
ism would be 


meaningful.” 
The research 
was conducted 


between January 
4, 2021 and Janu- 


ary 12, 2021. 
SEIU Healthcare 
and Women's 


College Research 
Institute teams 
will conduct a se- 
ries of focus 
roups with 
rontline workers 
to better inform 
development of 
vaccine commu- 
nications. 


Location: 
113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 466-019] 


Email Address: 


infofa)zestforliving.ca 


“est for Living 


Port Credit 


This week’s feature video. 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 


Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting carc 


ba 
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Black History Month: Supporting Black Communities in Ontario 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


The month of Feb- 
ruary is Black His- 
tory Month: an 
important opportu- 
nity to celebrate 
Black culture and 
mark the significant 
contributions made 
by Black Ontarians to 
the success of our 
province and our 
country. 

It also provides a 
time to shine a light 
on injustices in our 
past and present. 

Last year we wel- 
comed a new com- 
munity website: 
Dufferin County 
Canadian Black As- 
sociation, whose mis- 
sion includes a 
peo to peice 
eadership for the 
continued develop- 
ment and enhance- 
ment of the Black 
community through 
civic engagement, 
education, programs 
and services and to 
advocate for equity 
and wellbeing for the 
Black community in 
Dufferin County. 

This is a valued re- 
source for many indi- 
viduals and families 


who are watching our 
communities grow. 

DCCBA has already 
hosted virtual events 
and has a number of 
events lined up that 
focuses on outreach, 
education and lead- 
ership. 

On Feb. 20, DCCBA 
is partnering with the 
Museum of Dufferin 
(MoD) to host an on- 
line panel that will 
discuss opportunities 
for our community to 
come together as a 
unified force, and 
what this means for 
our future. I look for- 
ward to join the 
panel for this discus- 
sion. 

Find out more in- 
formation and get 
the link to the live 
stream by visiting 
dufferinmuseum.co 


m/event/bhm. 
The Peel Art 
Gallery and Museum 


Archive (PAMA) is 
featuring two events 
and virtual exhibits 
celebrating — Black 
History Month. Our 
Voice, Our Journeys 
on Feb. 20 includes 
the story of how the 


North Peel Commu- 
nity Church settled in 
the Town of Caledon. 

On Feb. 25, 
PAMA’s discussion 
topic includes 
Caribbean Connec- 
tions: The Black At- 
lantic stories - linking 
Canada to the 
Caribbean and the 


Caribbean to the 
world. 

To view these 
events go to 


pama.peelregion.ca. 

These local events 
bring meaning, in- 
sight and education 
to our community’s 
past, present and fu- 
ture. 

We may not be able 
to gather this year to 
celebrate Black His- 
tory Month, but we 
can join these virtual 
events to discuss our 
collective history, ex- 
amine racism, and 
find opportunities 
and solutions based 
on the experiences of 
Ontarians. 

Ontario is commit- 
ted to addressing 
anti-Black racism 
and working towards 
eliminating systemic 


racism that affects 


Black, Indigenous 
and all racialized 
people. 


Our goal is to make 
sure that opportuni- 
ties are available to 
everyone — creating a 
healthier society, a 


stronger economy, 
and a better Ontario 
for all. 


Solutions to ad- 
dress racism and rid 
our province of hate 
are needed urgently, 
but these solutions 
will not come from 
government alone. 

To that end, we are 
actively engaging 
with Space | 

artners to create ef- 

ective solutions. 

For example, 
through Ontario’s 
Anti-Racism Direc- 
torate, we are 
launching a brand- 
new Anti-Racism and 
Anti-Hate grant pro- 
gram, to be designed 
collaboratively with 
community partners 
to ensure we advance 
the most effective so- 
lutions in the fight 
against racism and 
hate. 


This new grant pro- 
gram, which will pro- 
vide $1.6 million in 
total funding, will be 
accessible to commu- 
nities throughout 
Ontario and provide 
investments to com- 
munity-based proj- 
ects. 

We have also part- 
nered with CivicAc- 
tion in the Greater 
Toronto Area (GTA) 
to work with civic 
leaders in the devel- 
opment of a collabo- 
rative digital 
resource which will 
help to assist em- 
ployers in building 
workplaces for every- 
one. 

As a government, 
supporting the excel- 
lence that exists 
within communities 
starts with investing 
in the next genera- 
tion of Black leaders 
and professionals. 

That is why our 
government is work- 
ing to remove social 
and economic barri- 
ers to success for 
Black youth by estab- 
lishing the Premier's 
Council of Equality of 


Opportunity, dou- 
bling our investment 
in the Black Youth 
Action Plan, and ad- 
dressing racism and 
inequity in the class- 
room through our 


Education Equity 
Strategy. 
By empowering 


Black youth, we can 
ensure they play a 
prominent role in 
shaping a better fu- 
ture for our province. 

Real change takes 
long-term, commit- 
ted action. There’s 
still much work to be 
done, but our joint 
efforts are building a 
brighter, better On- 
tarlo. 

If you are inter- 
ested in getting in- 
volved locally, 
contact your munici- 
pality and ask about 
its Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion com- 
mittee. 

For more informa- 
tion regarding On- 
tario’s work _ to 
support — racialized 
communities, visit 
my website at sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 
1-800-265-1603. 


Take the virtual walk experience of your neighbourhood and share your input online! 
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Devil’s Pulpit unveils new golf partnership system 


A Caledon golf as- 
sociation is taking a 
page from major 
sports teams with the 
unveiling of a new 
membership __ that 
gives businesses or 
individuals the ability 
to purchase a partici- 
pating interesting in 
its property. 

The Pulpit’s Club, 
formerly known as 
the Devil's Pulpit Golf 
Association, unveiled 
plans last week to 
launch 12-month ap- 
proach to private golf 
with a unique Part- 
nership Membership 
structure, as part of a 
new approach to golf 
memberships. 

"The Pulpit Club 
isn't just a new 


name-—it represents a 
distinctly fresh ap- 
proach to the private 
golf club market," 
said Mackenzie 
Crawford, President 
of Longridge Part- 
ners, the firm that ac- 
quired Devil’s Pulpit 
Golf Club in 2020. 
"The partners in 
Longridge were 
members of the 
DPGA when we ac- 
quired it and we had 
a vision for the club 
and surrounding 
area. Great golf is at 
its core, but The Pul- 
pit Club is about of- 
fering outdoor 
opportunities 12 
months of the year, 
and presenting a new 
membership _ struc- 


Devil’s-Pulpit-Golf. 
Club (Photo Courtesy 
of DPGA / CNW 
Group) 


ture to support that." 

Longridge's portfo- 
lio holdings in the 
area include adjacent 
properties south of 
each golf course, an 
estate home between 
the golf courses on 
renowned _ Escarp- 
ment Side Road 
dubbed _Longridge 
House, and a nearby 
500-acre_ develop- 
ment property with 
permission to con- 
struct additional golf 
courses with stay and 
play cottages. 

"We refer to the 
area of the club as 
Cresta di Sorrisi, "The 
Ridge of Smiles,’ and 
believe it to be the 
centrepiece of presti- 
gious real estate 


_ 


north of Toronto. Our 
goal is to create truly 
engaged social- and 
nature-oriented op- 
portunities for mem- 
bers of The Pulpit 
Club, whether they 
are fervent golfers, 
outdoor enthusiasts, 
or families looking to 
escape to the incredi- 
ble Caledon Hills for 
a weekend of explor- 
ing, scenic dining, 
and myriad other 
outdoor pursuits," 
said Crawford. 
"We've created a 
world-class — team, 
and with the leader- 
ship of Longridge 
Partners, we're help- 
ing to create the ren- 
aissance of one of the 
great clubs in 


Canada," said The 
Pulpit Club's General 
Manager Rob Rox- 
borough. "The en- 
gagement level of our 
members has _in- 
creased dramatically. 
Whether you're com- 
ing to the club for 
golf, dinner, play by 
the pool with your 
kids, or in the winter 
for snowshoeing, to- 
bogganing, _cross- 
country skiing, or a 
campfire, this is your 
escape into a spectac- 
ular natural prop- 
erty." 

The club's core is 
The Pulpit, a massive 
parkland golf course, 
and its sister facility, 
The Paintbrush, 
which gives the golfer 
a glimpse into what it 
is like to play in Scot- 
land or Ireland. 

The Paintbrush is 
ranked No. 10 in 
Canada by SCORE- 
Golf, while The Pulpit 
sits at No. 25. The 
Pulpit Club is the 
only 36-hole private 
facility in Canada 
with two Top 25 
courses. 

Longridge said it 
has already made sig- 
nificant capital im- 
provements to the 
property, including a 
multimillion-dollar 


bunker restoration 
and cart _—i path 
repaving. 


One of the keys for 
the new club is the 
creation of the "Part- 
nership Member- 
ship," a — unique 
proposition that gives 
members a_partici- 
pating interest in the 
club's property value 
without subjecting 
them to future as- 
sessments. This 
membership is gen- 
erational and trans- 
ferable, and can be 
utilized by individu- 
als or corporations, 
both of which can as- 
sign associates, such 
as family members or 
employees, to use the 
club. 

"Whether it is 
through our mem- 
bership offering, the 
refined and relaxed 
atmosphere at the 
club, or the amenities 
and activities we're 
offering, it is our goal 
to set The Pulpit Club 
apart in the market," 
said Crawford. "The 
rebranding is an ex- 
citing step, but only 
one of many to come 
for the club and this 
area of Caledon." 


BATHTUB REFIN 
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ISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 
PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. THIS MEANS 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 
GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 


CONTACT : RALPH: 416-731-3077 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


New Year's Levee rolls out the red carpet for Brampton residents 


While the tradi- 
tional New Year’s 
Levee has moved 
online, residents in 
Brampton will enjoy 
the “red carpet” 
treatment this week- 
end as the city hosts 
its annual new-year 
event with an as- 
sortment of activi- 
ties, prizes and more 
for participants to 
enjoy. 

Mayor Patrick 
Brown and council- 
lors will be on-hand 
to celebrate the 2021 
New Year’s Levee 
this Saturday, Feb. 
13, from 11 a.m. - 12 
p-m. on the City of 
Brampton website 
(brampton.ca/event 
s), featuring give- 
aways, speeches and 
much more. 

Due to the COVID- 


19 and the province- 
wide shutdown, the 
Levee will be hosted 
online, with wel- 
come messages 
being offered by 
councillors and dig- 
nitaries, followed by 
the Mayor’s New 
Year address. 

As part of the 
event, residents can 
test their knowledge 
of Brampton with a 
game of local trivia, 
via a competition 
hosted through the 
Kahoot app or on- 
line at kahoot.it. 

The top five con- 
testants will win an 
e-gift card to partic- 
ipating downtown 
businesses that offer 
online purchasing 
with curbside 
pickup. 

This year’s Levee 


also features a vir- 
tual photo booth 
where people can 


take pictures of 
themselves and 
their family and 


then share the pho- 
tos online, with the 


hashtag #Bramp- 
tonLevee. 
Local resident 


Cristina Howorun, 
an award-winning 
journalist with 
CityTV in Toronto, 
will host the event. 
“The tradition of a 
New Year’s Levee is 
to exchange greet- 
ings and best wishes 
for the New Year. It 
is also an opportu- 
nity to reflect upon 
the events of the 
past year and to wel- 
come the opportuni- 
ties of the coming 
year in Brampton,” 


said Brown. “While 
New Year’s Levee 
may be different this 


year, it is an impor- 


tant tradition to 
continue. I look for- 
ward to joining resi- 
dents for this year’s 


celebrations!” 
More details are 
online at bramp- 
ton.ca/events. 


Mayor Patrick 
Brown speaks during 
the 2020 Brampton 
New Year’s Levee. 
(PWN Staff Photo) 


The Value of Valentine’s Day in a Pandemic World 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


It seems that in- 
person celebrations 
associated with 
Valentine’s Day 
have become a rar- 
ity, much like New 
Year’s. 

Yet, the value of 
Valentine’s Day — 
and our love for 
each other — has 


been reinforced 
during this pan- 
demic. 


From big cities to 
colleges and from 
colleges to schools, 
Valentine’s Day is 
now gaining ground 
all over the globe. 

Stay-at-home din- 
ners with loved 
ones, personalized 
service via flower 
delivery and custom 
cards and online 
celebrations have 
marked a different 
kind of celebration 
this year — one that 
should allow us to 
reflect on the his- 
tory of the day and 
its importance in 
modern society. 

According to 


Catholic Christian- 
ity, there have been 
three saints named 
Valentine, and all 
three were said to 
have been martyred 
on February 14. 

Saint Valentine 
was tortured in 
Africa with his com- 
panions, and there 
is no other historical 
referemce of him. 

The second Valen- 
tine was a Roman 
priest, who was 
buried alongside the 
bishop of Interamna 
(modern Terni, 
Italy) along the Via 
Flaminia outside 
Rome, at different 
distances from the 
city. 

The third was said 
to be a saint who 
suffered on the 
same day with a 
number of compan- 
ions in the Roman 
province of Africa, 
of whom nothing 
else is known. 

Usually, they are 
associated with 
Saint Valentine's 


day, which began on 
Feb. 14, 269. 

Apair of stories 
have varying rea- 
sons for why the 
saints were mar- 
tyred. One _ takes 
place during the 
reign of Emperor 
Claudius II, when 
Saint Valentine was 
executed after refus- 
ing to leave the 
sainthood. 

In the second 
story, Claudius II 
thought that unmar- 
ried young men 
could be better sol- 
diers than married 
people, so he 
banned young peo- 
ple's marriages. 

Saint Valentine 
stood up against 
this unjust law and 
continued to work 
for the marriage of 
secretly young peo- 
ple. When it was 
found out by 
Claudius, he sen- 
tenced Saint Valen- 
tine to death. 

Saint Valentine 
was put into jail 


when he was having 
a jailer's daughter, 
and began to write 
letters that ended 
with the signoff, 
“Your Valentine.” 

The subsequent 
love festival of 
Valentine’s Day was 
associated with the 
name of Saint 
Valentine. On the 
day of his death 
(Feb. 14 ), in the 
year 469, Pope 
Gelasius declared 
the date as a holi- 


ay. 

Until the fifteenth 
century, such mes- 
sages were delivered 
orally or by singing. 

The Duke of Or- 
leans, Charles, also 
started writing ro- 
mantic to his wife in 
Sairam in the year 


1415. 

By the 16th cen- 
tury, written Valen- 
tine's messages had 
become a tradition. 

Commercially, 
Valentine's cards 
were first printed by 
an American 


—o- 


woman, Esther 
Howland, in 1840, 
and sold 5,000 units 
the same year. 

Today, more than 
one billion cards are 
sent to the United 
States alone. The 
only time more 
cards are sold is 
during the Christ- 
mas season. 

Between cards, 
gifts, flowers and 
chocolates, some 
statistics estimates 
that lovers will 
spend an average of 
$100 on this date 
alone. 

In the United 
States, about 650 
million cards are 
sent by children be- 
tween the ages of six 
and ten. 

There is no ques- 
tion that “Valen- 
tine's Day Fever “ 
continues to sweep 
the world — though 
this fever is of the 
romantic kind. 

In many places, 
the festival is being 
given a local twist 


Local festivals 
have given way to 
custom flower 
arrangements, do- 
it-yourself Valen- 
tine’s dinners and 
special online en- 
gagements to cele- 
brate the holiday 
with your loved 
ones. 

Serious lovers 
bring beautiful 
fruits for their lovers 
on this day, and 
many consider this 
day as a prime op- 
portunity to propose 
marriage. 

While it may be 
seen what form 
Valentine’s Day ar- 
rives in next year, 
take this time to cel- 
ebrate with your 
loved ones. 

Happy Valentine’s 
day to all the lovers 
out there — and a 
very special Happy 
Birthday to former 
Mississauga Mayor 
Hazel McCallion, 
who celebrates her 
1ooth birthday on 
Feb. 14. 
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In-Person Learning Resumes in Dufferin Schools with Enhanced 
Safety Measures 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Elementary and 
secondary schools 
within the 
Wellington Duf- 
ferin Guelph Pub- 
lic Health unit’s 
area reopened for 
in-person learning 
on Feb. 8. 

The decision by 
th province is 
based on the ad- 
vice of Ontario’s 
Chief Medical Of- 
ficer of Health, the 
unanimous’ rec- 
ommendation of 
the Council of 
Medical Officers 
of Health, and 
with the support 
of local Medical 
Officers of Health. 

This is positive 
news for many 
families in all our 
communities in 
Dufferin. I know 
students are miss- 
ing their friends 
and teachers and 
the one-on-one 
interaction they 
receive in the 
classroom. Cale- 
don schools will 
be returning to 
the classroom 
after Family Day, 


as recommended 
by the Region of 
Peel Medical Offi- 
cer of Health, Dr. 
Loh.” 

To further pro- 
mote health and 
safety for students 
and staff, Ontario 
recently made an 
additional $381 
million in funding 
available for 
schools. 

Provided under 
the federal Safe 
Return to Class 
Fund, this funding 
will be used to im- 
prove air quality 
and ventilation in 
schools, support 
online learning, 
promote student 
mental health and 
hire additional 
staff. 

In total, the Gov- 
ernment of On- 
tario has provided 
publicly-schools 
with $1.6 billion 
in COVID-19 re- 
sources to protect 
students, school 
staff and their 
families from the 
virus. 

“Following the 


best medical ad- 
vice, with the clear 
support of both 
Ontario’s and the 
local Medical Offi- 
cers of Health, we 
are reopening 
schools across the 
province knowing 
that we have taken 
additional steps 
and made addi- 
tional investments 
to better protect 
our students and 
staff,” said Educa- 
tion Minister 
Stephen Lecce. 

“Nothing is more 
important than 
returning kids to 
school safely be- 
cause it is crucial 
for their develop- 
ment, mental- 
health, and future 
success.” 

To support the 
safe return of in- 
person learning, 
Ontario has intro- 
duced new meas- 
ures to continue 
to protect  stu- 
dents and _ staff 
against COVID-19 
in the classroom. 
These measures 
include: 


v Province- 
wide access, in 
consultation with 
the local PHU, to 
targeted asympto- 
matic testing for 
students and staff; 

- Mandatory 
masking require- 
ment for students 
in Grades 1-3, and 
masking require- 
ment for Grades 1- 
12 outdoors where 
physical distanc- 
ing cannot’ be 
maintained; 

- Providing 3.5 
million high qual- 
ity cloth masks to 
schools as_back- 
up supply for 


Grade 1- 12 stu- 
dents; 

’ Enhanced 
screening for all 
students and staff; 

- New guidance 
discouraging stu- 
dents from con- 
gregating before 
and after school; 
and, 

- Temporary 
certification of eli- 
gible teacher can- 
didates who are 
set to graduate in 
2021 to stabilize 
staffing levels, fol- 
lowing high levels 
of absenteeism. 

Public Health 
Units (PHUs) 


with elementary 
and secondary 
students return- 
ing to in-person 
learning on Tues- 
day, Feb. 16, 2021 
is as follows: 

- Peel Public 
Health 

- Toronto Pub- 
lic Health 

- York Region 
Public Health 

PHUs continue 

to reserve the au- 
thority to close 
schools to in-per- 
son learning 
based on local cir- 
cumstances. 


New districts helping create vibrant neighbourhoods 


Last week, Mis- 
sissauga’s Culture 
Master Plan came 
into sharper focus 
as city councillors 
approved a Cul- 
tural Districts Im- 
plementation Plan. 

The plan intro- 
duces six cultural 
districts in Missis- 
sauga, each attrib- 
uted with distinct 
themes, as the city 
looks to enrich cul- 
tural spaces to im- 
prove the quality of 
life for residents 
and the economic 
success of Missis- 
sauga. 

“II truly believe 
our residents and 


visitors will all ben- 
efit from improved 
cultural spaces 
throughout Missis- 
sauga,” said Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 
“From  entertain- 
ment venues and 
art galleries to din- 
ing out and con- 
necting in green 
spaces, cultural 
districts are de- 
signed to offer peo- 
ple a wide range of 
experiences all 
within a concen- 
trated and well-de- 
signed community 
space.” 

The three-year 
(2021-2023) plan, 
aligning with the 


Connect, Belong 
and Prosper pillars 
of the city’s Strate- 
gic Plan, was care- 
fully researched 
and designed by 
the city’s Culture 
Division to connect 
to other strategies, 
such as the Culture 
Master Plan and 
Economic Recov- 
ery Plan for Cre- 
ative Industries. 
“Many cities are 
known for their 
distinct neighbour- 
hoods, which is 
why we __ have 
benchmarked our- 
selves to other 
thriving cities 
around the world,” 


said Paul Damaso, 
Director, Culture 
Division. “The plan 
meshes the entre- 
preneurial spirit of 
business and cre- 
ative passion of the 
arts and culture 
community to- 
gether in a collec- 
tive path to success 
in Mississauga. 
Cultural districts 
will attract visitors 
to the city to sup- 
port local busi- 
nesses, while the 
arts and culture 
community — will 
have improved, in- 
novative spaces to 
showcase their 
craft. This is about 


—o- 


creating vibrant 
neighbourhoods 
and community 
hubs as destina- 
tions for locals and 
visitors alike.” 

The history, her- 
itage and future 
plans of each 
neighbourhood 
were explored. The 


six districts in- 
clude: 

- Port Credit — ex- 
ploration, enter- 


tainment, the arts 
and cultural her- 
itage 
Streetsville — 
cultural heritage, 
entertainment and 
exploration 
- Downtown Core 


— arts and innova- 
tion, entertain- 
ment and food 
Cooksville — 

food, cultural her- 
itage, music and 
entertainment 

- Clarkson — sus- 
tainability, cultural 
heritage, arts and 
entertainment 

- Malton — cul- 
tural heritage, 
community and ex- 
ploration 

Public consulta- 
tion will take place 
between February 
and July, and will 
help identify and 
prioritize the cul- 
tural needs within 
each district. 


Hazel! 

Say her name, and 
everyone in Missis- 
sauga knows who 
you are talking 
about. 

As a group of writ- 
ers, Mississauga 


Writers Group was 
asked to attend her 
goth birthday last 
year at the Vic John- 
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ston Arena and cele- 
brate with her and 
whoever wanted to 
come. 

It was open invita- 
tion. So many 
came. 

I sat at the door 
and welcomed peo- 
ple coming in and 
asked them to write 
a birthday wish for 


Bi 5 
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her, and everyone 
happily did. So 
many wrote such 
kind words and re- 
membrances to her. 

The Hall beside 
the Vic Johnston 
Arena in Streetsville 
was where the event 
was held. It was full 
of people coming 
and going and hav- 
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The Local Impact of “Hurricane Hazel” 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


ing a great time. 
They had food and 
cakes for the atten- 
dees and there were 
speakers who were 
featured. I brought 
two of my members 
— Paul Edward 
Costa, Mississauga’s 
Poet Laureate, and 
Michelle Hillyard, 
our local poet and 


workshop leader. 

Both got up and 
were featured as 
speakers and they 
read their poems 
about Mississauga. 
Michelle grew up 
here and has chil- 
dren of her own and 
is now reliving her 
past, with introduc- 
ing her children to 
the parks and lakes 
in Mississauga. 

My son-in-law and 
grandson came out 
early and helped set 
up the tables. 

My Brazilian son- 
in-law was so happy 
and he asked me if 
he could get a photo 
with Hazel. I of 
course said yes, and 
that he should just 
ask her. 

She gladly ac- 
cepted, and it was 
the highlight of his 
night. She had so 
many photos taken 
that night, and I 
wouldn’t doubt 
there are so many 
photos taken every- 


where she goes. 

I remember an- 
other event that was 
held in Erin Mills 
Town Centre and 
she was one of the 
guests. 

I remember that 
so many gathered in 
the hall but also the 
hall above where 
you could look down 
on the guests. I re- 
member how full 
both viewpoints 
were and they gath- 
ered looking down 
on Hazel, our for- 
mer mayor of many 
years. 

As soon as she left, 
the gatherings also 
left. A sign of who 
they were wanting 
to see. 

She has made a 
mark on our city 
and in Canada. She 
was an innovator 
and a proud repre- 
sentative of us and 
we are proud of her. 
Happy 100th birth- 
day, Hazel. 


Applications being accepted for Hitchcock bursary 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Residents inter- 
ested in pursuing a 
career in fire serv- 
ices are invited to 
apply for the 
George Hitchcock 
Memorial Endow- 
ment Fund, com- 
monly known as 
the George Hitch- 
cock bursary. 

Brampton Fire 
and Emergency 
Services created 
the George Hitch- 
cock Memorial En- 
dowment Fund in 
2014 in honour of 
the late Division 
Chief George 
Hitchcock, who 
served in Bramp- 
ton Fire and Emer- 
gency Services for 
33 years. 

He was pivotal in 
establishing the 
Fire/Life Safety 
Education __ Divi- 
sion, which is in- 


strumental in pro- 
viding fire safety 
education to thou- 
sands of Brampton 
residents every 
year. 

Division Chief 
George Hitchcock 
was passionate 
about fire services, 
and fire and life 
safety education, 
said Brampton fire 
chief Bill Boyes. 

“This bursary is 
offered as a legacy 
to the valuable 
contributions he 
made to Brampton 
Fire. We are ex- 
cited to support the 
next generation of 
aspiring firefight- 
ers to carry on the 
tradition of excep- 
tional service.” 

Hitchcock also 
inspired and en- 
couraged others to 
consider careers in 


fire services. 

“T encourage 
qualified Brampto- 
nians interested in 
pursuing a career 
in the fire services 
to apply for the 
George Hitchcock 
bursary,” said 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown earlier this 
week. “Our Fire 
and Emergency 
Services team plays 
an essential role in 
ensuring our com- 
munity is pro- 
tected. The City is 
proud to offer sup- 
port each year to 
an individual who 
is dedicated to 
making a differ- 
ence.” 

The bursary is of- 
fered annually for 
individuals who 
are interested in 
pursuing a career 
in fire services. The 


bursary is for the 
successful appli- 
cant’s _— post-sec- 
ondary tuition fees. 

To be eligible for 
the fund, appli- 
cants must be a 
Brampton resident 
and a Canadian cit- 
izen, pursuing an 
Ontario Post-Sec- 
ondary School 
diploma in a fire- 
related program 
and must fully 


complete the re- 


quirements listed 
in the application 
form by the sub- 
mission deadline. 

Application 
forms are available 
online at bramp- 
tonfire.com and 
must be submitted 
to firelife@bramp- 
ton.ca. 

The application 
period will close on 
Apr. 1, or upon re- 
ceipt of 30 applica- 
tions. 


Shortlisted candi- 
dates will be inter- 
viewed, and one 
applicant will be 
selected for the 
bursary, valued at 
$1,000, to be paid 
directly towards 
course enrolment. 

For more infor- 
mation and to ob- 
tain an application 
form, visit bramp- 
tonfire.com. 
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A Marquee Bulletin of Arts and Cultural Events 


by E.C. Munson 


Let it blow, let it snow, and start planning because there is a cor- 
nucopia of arts and cultural choices to access virtually throughout 
Halton, Peel, and Dufferin this week. 

The richness of options from our various arts groups and organ- 
izations holds its own with the panache of the bigger arts world be- 
yond these local corridors. 


Arts & Cultural Events Celebrate History ... 


Black History Month: videos, activities, exhibits, and more with 
the richness of collaboration in the community are available in 
abundance. As affiliations evolve amongst museums, historical so- 
cieties, art galleries, arts councils, and special interest groups, ex- 
citing programming with new delivery modes is being created. 

Heritage Mississauga has partnered with the The Ontario 
Black History Society to share material from their archives, includ- 
ing the virtual kick-off on Jan. 31. 

This video is currently available on their YouTube channel at 
youtube.com/watch?v=2S3mPxqPfgY. It features community 
recognition profiles, Black history, entertainment, museum tours 
and so much more. 


2021 ONLINE EXHIBITION . 
= FEB. 4Q— MAR. 7 at 


Beaux Arts Gallery stands in solidarity with the Black Com- 
munity in recognizing its uniqueness, complexity, struggles, and 
its beauty with its new show, I KNOW WHY. 

“This exhibition is about celebration, hope, creativity and indi- 
vidual experiences in the Black community and we are proud to 
present it to the public during Black History Month, February 
2021.” said Regan Hayward, Managing Director of Beaux Arts 
Gallery. 

“...The caged bird sings with fearful trill of the things unknown 
but longed for still and his tune is heard on the distant hill for the 
caged bird sings of freedom...” (Maya Angelou, “Caged Bird” from 
Shaker, Why Don’t You Sing? Copyright © 1983 by Maya An- 
gelou). 


Black Art inspires! Encouraging us all to look forward with con- 
tinued hope, anticipating an endless shift, a day when the cage door 
opens. The show runs virtually for now through Feb. 28, 2021. 

PAMA’s current exhibit, Our Voices, Our Journeys, Black 
Communities in Peel, is “a celebration of one of many black 
communities in Peel Region. It highlights the personal journeys of 
leaders and mentors from the North Peel Community Church con- 
gregation. Their photos and objects illustrate stories of immigra- 
tion and family life, and how they established a community of faith 
in Caledon.” 

Enjoy the virtual exhibit at peelregion.ca/pama/our-voices-our- 
journeys. 

The Museum of Dufferin is partnering with the Dufferin 
County Canadian Black Association to present a virtual Black His- 
tory Month Discussion Panel on Feb. 20, from 1 -2:30 p.m., on the 
theme, “Solidarity in My Community.” Panelists include two Juno 
award winners, Kardinal Offishall and Maestro Fresh Wes, actor 
Kevin Hanchard, poet Nadine Williams, area dignitaries, Dufferin- 
Caledon MP Kyle Seeback, and Ontario’s Solicitor General, Sylvia 
Jones. Submit your questions by Feb. 18 at 5 p.m. to info@duffer- 
inmuseum.com. A selection of questions will be chosen by moder- 
ators. 


MUSEUM OF 
DUFFERIN 


Classes - Workshops - Activities ... 


Most arts organizations have moved to virtual platforms with 
something for everybody in the family. There are scheduled classes 
or single workshops and resources to try on your own. 

Annis Karpenko, Executive Director at Visual Arts Mississauga 
says, “Winter is coming and we are here for YOU. Art making and 
being with a community of friends is known to reduce stress and 
anxiety and to combat isolation.” 

ArtTrendZ has posted two FREE Arts Card Making Demos on 
their Facebook page. Find them at www.facebook.com/ArtTrendz- 
An-Artist-Collective-1720407324932353, and and look for Khaula 
Mazhur’s water colour demo and Thaniath Siddiqui’s mixed media 
card. 

Relax with family members or enjoy some quality solitude. Get 
your creative on and celebrate National-Send-A-Card-To-A-Friend 
Day on Feb. 7 in style! 

Cathy Disbrow of Woolly Doodles, textile artist and felter, . 
Visit www.woollydoodles.com/learning — kits are extra. Get the 
Woolly Doodles newsletter at woollydoodles.com, and on’t miss 
out on Needle Felt Classes, new kits, Workshops, Private Lessons, 
or Gift Certificates. 

With five or more people you can even book an online Needle Felt 
Party! Felting project samples. 


Continued on Next Page 
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On Feb. 6, Art Gallery of Burlington launched the Family Open 
Studio FREE class, Oil and Water Droplet Paintings. Visit 
beta.agb.life/learn/families/family-open-studio-oil-and-water- 
droplet-paintings to sign up. Visit them virtually on Instagram and en- 
gage in a new family- friendly art project each week from the comfort 
of your home. 

Visual Arts Brampton has the perfect Valentine’s Day celebration 
with their virtual Paint Night on Saturday, Feb. 13! 

Enjoy a date night or trying out a new medium. Visit VAB at www.vi- 
sualartsbrampton.com/programs/adults. Coming soon is their excit- 
ing Snail Mail World Postcard Art Show! 

Creative people from all corners of the have world participated in 
this. Originally started in 1999 as the “Great Canadian Mail Art Show,” 
it was expanded to its current postcard art format in 2003. Since its 
inception, well over 2,000 entries have been received from all corners 
of the globe. This was relaunched in 2016 as a part of their 30th an- 
niversary. 

Burlington Public Library has a plethora of FREE virtual activ- 
ities and cultural delights to sample. While some require pre-registra- 
tion, others do not. Family Storytime, Puppet Shows, Opera, Writing 
Classes, Bookclubs, Art Activities, and ~~ more! Visit 
www.bpl.on.ca/events for more details. 

Visual Arts Mississauga has a multitude of fascinating virtual 
courses for adults to explore with accomplished artist instructors. You 
may view the programming and teachers at www.visualartsmissis- 
sauga.com/programs/?type=adult-programs. 

And don’t forget those March Break activities for children and teens 
too! 

Museum of Dufferin’s Learning Hub is a treasure trove of re- 
sources! With Social Studies, Language Arts, and Games &amp; Ac- 
tivities, it’s time to DISCOVER, EDUCATE, and SHARE with the 
MOD! Visit www.dufferinmuseum.com/learning-hub/. And it’s about 
those collections they have — from the Archival Collection, to the Ar- 
tifact Collection, and the Education Collection. See www.dufferinmu- 
seum.com/about-our-collections/. 


Exhibitions Here and Far... 


Arts On The Credit presented their virtual opening of Craig 
Ewing’s Bedazzled! Show on Wednesday, Feb. 5 with a tour of his 
unique creations of jewelry. It is the season for all that sparkles. With 
this show for inspiration you will have no trouble finding that perfect 
piece for the special people in your life. Visit the AOTC website at 
www.artsonthecredit.ca/gallery. 

Bs es 
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As Ewing attests, “There is so much style in the world. Embrace 
yours!” 

Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga’s new exhibit, The Qi of 
Water, runs through Mar. 26, 
and explores the very stuff of 
life, Yin or the quiet energy of 
water. Immerse yourself in this 
poignant experience with the 
world renowned artist Xiaojing 
Yan and two Canadian award 
winning artists, Laura Beaton 
and Huan Chen. invites you 
into, “...a community space 
where one can seek refuge from 
the world, absorb the calming 
energy of water, take respite, 
observe mindfulness and learn |~ 
about the importance of pre- 
serving our water sources.” 

Visit 

artgalleryofmississauga.com/upcoming-exhibitions/. 

Headwaters Arts Gallery has extended A NEW MOOD through 
Mar. 12, with the possibility of opening to the public. Meanwhile, enjoy 
the virtual show and share these local artists’ moods as they look rie 
ward into our new decade; Ed Clark and Gail Backus of Mississauga, 
Jolanta Jung of Inglewood, Patty Maher of Caledon, Marnie Cooke of 
Orangeville, Deborah Powell of Amranth, and Susan Kelly of Guelph. 
View and purchase from this exhibition at 
www.headwatersarts.com/our-current-show. 

Sherry Park’s show, Cape Bretons Highlands, is hanging through 
Feb. 22 and available for virtual viewing and purchasing at www.head- 
watersarts.com/sherry-park-cape-breton-highlands. 

Visual Arts Mississauga launched its 43rd Annual Juried Show 
of Fine Arts on Jan. 14, and which will be on view on their website 
through Dec. 31. With 150 works submitted, the jurors selected work 
from 43 artists for VAM43. View virtually at vamjuriedshow.com. 

Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie recently announced the winners 
in this show, which can be_- seen by _ visiting 
www. youtube.com/watch?v=P_7GKjhbvnI. 

Credit Valley Artisans of Georgetown represents four different 
guilds with artists and artisans working in stained glass, pottery, weav- 
ing and spinning, and many types of graphic arts. Their website is 
www.creditvalleyartisans.ca. 

While their courses are currently on hold, a growing number of bou- 
tique collections have been posted by different members for the pub- 
lic’s enjoyment with each artist handling arrangements for any interest 
in particular pieces. 

Joshua Creek Heritage Art Centre has extended their virtual 
show, Artists of Halton & Peel Juried Exhibition. This is the seventh 
annual juried exhibition with artists sharing their messages of hope 
and positivity during a time of irreversible change amidst the global 
pandemic. 

Works in acrylic, watercolour, oil, pastel, fibre art, photography and 
mixed media may be viewed at www.joshuacreekarts.com/exhibi- 
tions/current-exhibit. For information on specific pieces, email 
info@joshuacreekarts.com. 


Taking Care of Business... 


Mississauga Arts Council is running a two month series of virtual 
workshops for artists to sharpen and develop skills with the new busi- 
ness platforms. Presented by leading professionals and covering a 
gamut of topics, Brand Development & Marketing, Grant Writing, and 
more, these 90 minute webinars will help the creative arts community 
move purposefully into the new decade. Visit www.missis- 
saugaartscouncil.com for details. 

Central Counties Tourism held a Regional Business Support We- 
binar on Feb. 2 with the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Cul- 
tural Industries Regional Webinar. Recognition of the financial needs 
of the not-for-profit sector arts and cultural organizations - galleries, 
collectives, societies, and museums - to survive and thrive is encour- 
aging news as these entities contribute hugely to an area becoming a 
tourist destination. 


Local writer, photographer, and artist E.C. Munson cov- 
ers the arts and cultural scene so others may share the pas- 
sion and joy of the creatives and makers. 


Contact her at ellie73m@gmail.com. 
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World Cancer Day a time for reflection 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Individuals the 
world over marked 
World Cancer Day 
on Feb. 4 to raise 
awareness of cancer 
and encourage its 
prevention, detec- 
tion, and treatment. 

When we hear the 
word ‘cancer,’ anxi- 
ety and health con- 
cerns aren't far 
behind, especially if 
you've been diag- 
nosed with it. 

People ask them- 
selves if they will 
survive, and how it 
will this affect their 


daily life and family. 
Questions keep 
popping up, and 


sadly, we get no an- 
swers until we go for 
a diagnosis and get 
an opinion from 
health officials. 

The first and best 
advice I would say is 
— never Google your 
symptoms! I know 
it's hard to resist, but 
it really doesn't help, 
and if this is being 
caused by anxiety, 
which is highly pos- 
sible, searching for it 
will only make it 
worse and stressful. 

Cancer means the 
growth of our body 
cells indefinitely. Of 
course, our body 
cells break down and 
form every moment, 
but when the growth 


of body cells takes 
on an_ indefinite 
form, it is called can- 
cer, which slowly 
spreads to the sur- 
rounding cells or or- 
gans. It is what we 
commonly call “can- 
cer spread.” 

Cancer can affect 
any part of the 
human body, but 
breast, uterine and 
ovarian cancers are 
more common in 
women. Similarly, 
prostate, liver, and 
lung cancers are 
more common in 
men. 

The way we eat, 
drink and work also 


plays a part. 
Although science 
has made = great 


strides, there are still 
many diseases for 
which there is no 
cure and no known 
cause. There is no 
single cause of can- 
cer. Scientists be- 
lieve that a variety of 
factors work  to- 
gether to cause can- 
cer. The factors 
involved may be the 
genetic, environ- 
mental or physical 
characteristics of the 
individual. 

Smoke contains 
high levels of chemi- 
cals that can cause 
cancer. 


Alcohol abusers 


are more likely to 
develop liver and 
esophageal cancer 
while eating more 
fish can lead to 
stomach and intes- 
tinal cancer. 

Cigarettes, tobacco 
and associated prod- 
ucts increase the risk 
of cancer of the 
gums, mouth, 
throat, lungs, respi- 
ratory tract and 
esophagus. Workers 
in cadmium and ar- 
senic factories have 
a higher risk of de- 
veloping skin or lung 
cancer. 

Women who avoid 
breastfeeding their 
babies or women 
who consume more 
fatty foods in their 
daily diet or use 
birth control pills 
that contain high 
levels of estrogen in- 
crease the risk of 
breast cancer. 

Many drugs such 
as arsenic, benzene, 
etc., increase the risk 
of blood cancer. In 
foreign countries, 
such as Canada, 
where ozone deple- 
tion produces direct 
radiation, skin can- 
cer is more common. 

Similarly, modern 
techniques, such as 
x-rays or computers, 
have come to exam- 
ine the human body. 


Mobile phone waves 
also invite cancer. 

Diseases such as 
Hepatitis C and 
AIDS can also cause 
cancer. The indis- 
criminate use of pes- 
ticides is believed to 
be the most signifi- 
cant cause of cancer. 

Anxiety, hoaxes, 
which cause every 
disease, but accord- 
ing to experts, brain 
cancer and respira- 
tory cancer can be 
caused by too much 
worry. A team of sci- 
entists from the 
World Cancer Re- 
search Fund and the 
American Cancer 
Research Institute 
have concluded in a 
study that non-vege- 
tarians are more at 
risk of cancer than 
vegetarians. 

People who eat 
spicy fruits and veg- 
etables without 
spray are less likely 
to get cancer. 

According to the 
organization, over- 
weight and tall peo- 
ple have a higher 
risk of developing 
cancer. Just as a co- 
conut tree cannot 
grow in the desert or 
grow in moist soil, so 
cancer can occur 
only when a person's 
conditions are con- 
ducive to the growth 


and spread of can- 
cer. 

At times, it has 
even been reported 
that a patient suf- 
fered a serious in- 
jury, a “leak” that 
later turned into 
cancer. According to 
experts, there are 
three or four stages 
of cancer. In the 
early stages, cancer 
stays where it grows. 
In the second stage, 
cancer involves the 
surrounding cells. 

In the third stage, 
or according to 
many, cancer 
spreads to vital or- 
gans such as the 
liver; in the fourth 
stage, it wraps 
around the lungs 
and then the bones. 

The treatment of 
cancer depends on 
its stage. If it is in 
the first stage, it is 
possible to cure it. 
Otherwise, over 
time, the symptoms 
begin to appear and 
the possibility of 
complications rises. 

No effective treat- 
ment for stage II 
cancer is possible. 
For example, if a 
woman has cancer in 
one breast, and it is 
removed after the 
cancer has spread, it 
cannot be com- 
pletely eradicated 


from the body. 

Getting treatment 
in the third or fourth 
stage is just a waste 
of money. The pa- 
tient's heirs also 
know, but they only 
take the patient to 
the big hospitals for 
fear of social taunts, 
but nothing hap- 
pens. 

Although modern 
science has done 
much research and 
developed new tech- 
niques to solve can- 
cer, they have not 
proved very useful. 
The number of can- 
cer patients is in- 
creasing every day, 
and a terminal case 
is a terminal case, 
regardless of how 
much care and sup- 
port is given. 

My personal opin- 
ion to cancer pa- 
tients is not to be 
frightened by the 
name of cancer, not 
to be frightened by 
the disease that has 
entered the body, 
but to have the 
courage to fight. 

Be resilient, be 
confident, don’t stop 
fighting, no matter 
the cost, and you 
may just fight be- 
yond what you think 
is possible and beat 
the disease back. 


Reducing sugary drinks can cut calories, says new study 


Apair of studies 
from Britain and 
Mexico suggest re- 
ducing sugar in 
sweetened drinks or 
taxing it more to cut 
consumption can 
help people limit 
their calorie intake 
and lower their risk 
of developing dia- 
betes, but not by 
much. 

Two separate pieces 
of research published 
this week in the 
British Medical Jour- 
nal and The Lancet 
Diabetes & _ En- 
docrinology journal 
found that either ap- 
proach can lead to a 
drop in calories of be- 
tween about 16 and 


39 a day. 

The British parlia- 
ment’s Health Com- 
mittee called last 
November for tough 
measures including a 
tax on sugary drinks 
to fight child obesity, 
but a spokesman for 
Prime Minister David 
Cameron said he did 
not agree and would 
propose other meas- 
ures. 

Graham MacGre- 
gor, who led the UK 
study as professor of 
cardiovascular medi- 
cine and chairman of 
the Action on Sugar 
campaign group, said 
the positive impact of 
calorie reduction 
could be dramatic 


across a large popula- 
tion over several 
years, even if its effect 
was not strong on an 
individual level. 

A gradual reduction 
in drinks’ sugar con- 
tent over five years — 
without replacing it 
with artificial sweet- 
eners — is the best ap- 
proach, he suggested. 

“Our study shows 
this strategy could 
have a profound im- 
pact on reducing en- 
ergy intake from 
sugar-sweetened bev- 
erages and _ could 
therefore lower the 
risk of obesity and 
type 2 diabetes in the 
long term,” he said in 
a statement about the 


findings. 

His team’s research 
used predictive mod- 
elling to assess the 
potential impact of a 
40 percent reduction 
in free sugars added 
to drinks over five 
years in Britain. 

The results showed 
this would lead to an 
average drop in en- 
ergy intake of 38.4 
calories a day by the 
end of the fifth year, 
leading to an average 
reduction in body 
weight of 1.2 kilo- 
grams in adults. 

This, the study 
found, would result 
in some 500,0000 
fewer adults being 
overweight and a mil- 


—o- 


lion fewer being 
obese — which in turn 
would prevent be- 
tween 274,000 and 
309,000 obesity-re- 
lated type 2 diabetes 
cases over the next 
two decades. 

Stephen O’Rahilly, 
who is director of the 
metabolic research 
laboratories at the 
University of Cam- 
bridge and was not 
directly involved in 
either study, said it 
would be hard to 
argue with the broad 
conclusions of Mac- 
Gregor’s work. 

It was nevertheless 
“a purely theoretical 
study”, he added. 
“There are many as- 


sumptions made 
which reduce confi- 
dence in the state- 
ments regarding the 
precise extent of the 
health benefit.” 

In the second study 
in Mexico, re- 
searchers analysed 
the actual effect of a 
10 percent tax on 
sugar-sweetened 
drinks introduced in 
Jan. 2014. 

They found it was 
associated with a 12 
per cent reduction in 
sales of taxed drinks 
and a four per cent 
increase in purchases 
of untaxed drinks a 
year after it was im- 
plemented. 
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Why coconut oil is your skin ‘s best friend 


Over the past few 
years, coconut oil 
has become popular 
in both the food and 
beauty worlds. 

While it’s a great 
cooking and baking 
ingredient, this oil is 
also perfect for your 
beauty routine, 
since it’s a natural 
product without any 
chemicals or addi- 
tives. 

In tropical parts of 
the world, where co- 
conuts are more 
common, using co- 
conut oil on your 
body is an ancient 
practice, but for 
those of us who 
don’t live in those 
areas, we're just get- 
ting the hang of this 
helpful oil now. 

So why is it so ben- 
eficial for your 
beauty routine? 

Coconut oil con- 
tains good fats that 
provide us with en- 


ergy and Vitamin E, 
which is essential to 
maintaining healthy 
and smooth skin. 

It also has the abil- 
ity to penetrate your 
skin more than off- 
the-counter prod- 
ucts because of the 
way it bonds with 

roteins in your 

ody. 

Plus, there’s the 
added bonus of it 
being much more 
cost effective than 
handfuls of items 
you'd get from the 
beauty store. 

Coconut oil is a 
perfect product for 
all your facial needs, 
starting as a mois- 
turiser. 

Regular products 
contain a_ high 
amount of water, 
which initially 
makes you feel like 
your skin is mois- 
turised, however 
when the water 


dries up, you're left 
feeling tight and 
flaky again. 

Coconut oil, since 
it does contain 
plenty of saturated 
fats, provides deep 
moisture and helps 
strengthen _ tissue 
and remove dead 
cells on the skin’s 
surface. All you 
need to do is rub a 
small amount be- 
tween your fingers 
and pat on to freshly 
washed skin, just as 
you would your nor- 
mal moisturiser. 

Coconut oil can 
also be used as a 
make-up remover, 
especially if you 
have a difficult time 
getting off water- 
proof mascara and 
eyeliner. 

Just dab a small 
amount on a cotton 
ball or cotton pad, 
and gently sweep off 
the make-up from 


your eyes, then rinse 
with warm water. 

The oil breaks 
down waxy make- 
up and gives you the 
added bonus of 
leaving your skin 
hydrated. 

Speaking of taking 
off make-up, you 
can use coconut oil 
as a face wash and 
cleanser. Other 
products have a ten- 
dency to strip your 
skin of its natural 
oils, which in turn 


ir techs 


results in an over- 
production of oil 
that can lead to acne 


and clogged pores. 
To make a 
cleanser, take a 


small amount of co- 
conut oil and emul- 
sify it between your 
fingers. 

Gently massage it 
into your skin in cir- 
cular motions, until 
the impurities on 
your face are 
washed away, then 
pat your skin dry. 


The list goes on for 
coconut oil uses, in- 
cluding lip balm, 
night cream, sun- 
burn relief, and even 
a cheekbone high- 
lighter to make a 
tired face look 
brighter. 

Just remember; a 
little goes a long way 
with coconut oil, so 
don’t go overboard 
with your new 
favourite product. 


BIT.LY/MACTDCULTURELAB 


—o- 


PWN February 13, 2021_Layout 1 2/13/2021 5:41 AM Page 42 


Feb. 11, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | FOOD 35 


odd 


odd 


oodd 


odd 


Masala Corn offers tangy flavours in a healthy snack! 


If you are a fan 
of spicy corn 
recipes, then this 
super quick and 
easy Masala Corn 
Recipe with step- 
by-step instruc- 
tions is meant 
just for you. 

Ready to serve 
in less than 20 


minutes, this 
masala corn 
recipe is perfect 
for the days you 
want something 
fulfilling, tangy 
and yet light. 

Also known as 
Corn Chaat or 
Sweet Corn 
Chaat, this 


Masala Corn 
recipe is an easy- 
to-make dish, 


which is truly de- 
licious. 

This sweet corn 
chaat recipe is 
prepared with 


boiled corns, but- 
ter, lemon juice 
and spices like 


chaat masala, 
garam masala, 
and chilli pow- 
der. 

You can try this 
yummy masala 
corn chaat snack 
recipe on occa- 
sions like kitty 
party, potluck 
and even picnic. 


Try this masala 
corn recipe at 
home and enjoy 
with your loved 
ones! 


Ingredients (for 
four servings): 


two cups of 
corn 
- one teaspoon, 


garam masala 
powder 
- 1/2 cup, lemon 
juice 
salt as re- 
quired 


- one handful of 
coriander leaves 

- four teaspoons 
of butter 

- two teaspoons 
of chilli powder 

- one-and-a-half 
teaspoons of 
chaat masala 

- three green 
chillis 


Instructions: 


To prepare this 


delicious dish, 
start by boiling 
the corns. in 
water over 
medium flame in 
a deep bottomed 
pan. 

Add some salt 
in it, and when 
done, switch off 
the burner. Drain 
the water and 
keep the corns 
aside. 

Take a_ large 
bowl and add the 
melted butter 
along with the 


boiled corns. 
Next, add in 
garam masala 
powder, chaat 


masala, and chilli 
powder, chopped 
green chillies and 
salt. 

Mix the ingredi- 
ents nicely. 

Lastly, add in 
lime juice and co- 
riander leaves 
and serve hot! 


Enjoy sinfully delicious Eggs Ranchero in minutes! 


A Mexican de- 
light, Egg 
Ranchero (also 
known as Huevos 
Rancheros), are a 
delicious egg 
recipe that is usu- 
ally had for break- 


fast in most 
Mexican  house- 
holds. 


But now, it has 
made a name for 
itself all around 
the world. A clas- 
sic Mexican salsa 
can go with more 
dishes than we 
think, and_ this 
recipe is one ex- 
ample to prove 
this right. 

On a tortilla 
base, this recipe 
adorns a delicious 
salsa that is then 
topped with eggs. 


The eggs are bro- 
ken into the pan 
directly and every- 
thing ends. up 
cooking together. 

Overall, it is a 
must-have delight. 
To begin, follow 
this step-by-step 
recipe below! 


Instructions (for 
three servings): 


half-cup of 
tomato 
- one-third cup 
of capsicum (green 
pepper) 
our cloves of 
garlic 
- salt as required 
- six corn tortillas 
- one tablespoon, 
canola oil / grape- 
seed oil 


half-cup of 

onion 

- four jalapenos 

- two teaspoons 
of cumin 

three _ table- 

spoons of lime 
juice 

- SIX eggs 

- black pepper, as 
required 
Instructions: 
Add tomatoes, 
onions, garlic, 
jalapeno, cumin 
powder, capsicum, 
salt and lime juice 
in a blender and 
blend a_ coarse 
paste. Taste and 
check the season- 


ings. 
Heat a skillet ora 
tawa and add 


some oil to it. 


Place tortillas on 
it and let them 
brown until brown 
and crisp. Keep 
them aside on sep- 
arate plates. 

Meanwhile, heat 
the salsa in the mi- 


crowave. On the 
same skillet, add 
two tablespoons of 
oil and break one- 
to-two eggs. 

Let these cook 
from beneath, and 
season with salt 


and pepper. 

Place one tortilla 
in each plate and 
put the salsa and 
eggs over it. Serve 
hot and enjoy! 
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City department unveils animal rescues for 2020 


More than 
4,000 animals 
were rescued or 
aided during 
times of emer- 
gency, Missis- 
sauga Animal 
Services revealed 
this week. 

The _ city divi- 
sion said Tuesday 
that numerous 
calls were made 
to help animals 
last year, with 
multiple types of 
rescues for vari- 
ous animals in- 
cluding swans, 
geese, turtles, 


a day, 365 days a 
year, as well as 
providing food, 
shelter, care and 
veterinary treat- 
ment. 

This is in addi- 
tion to protecting 
the community 
through Animal 
Care and Control 
By-law _ enforce- 
ment, education 
and investigating 
standards of ani- 
mal care among 
other roles. 

In 2020, Ani- 
mal Services at- 
tended to 4,459 


included: 

Lost or injured 
pets running 
loose; 

Ducklings 
trapped in a 
storm sewer; 

Coyote caught 
in a wired fence; 

Opossum that 
fell into a swim- 
ming pool; 

Squirrel that fell 
into freshly 
poured cement; 

Canada _ goose 
that was shot 
with 7 pellets; 

Guiding a snap- 
ping turtle to its 


for 906 pets that 
were lost, surren- 
dered or aban- 
doned. 

This led to staff 
placing 97 per 
cent of these pets 
through _adop- 
tion, reuniting 
with owners and 
networking with 
other rescue or- 
ganizations. 

Residents can 
report lost pets 
and animals that 
are injured or in 
distress by calling 
Mississauga Ani- 
mal Services 24/7 


squirrels, coyotes calls for animal annual _ nesting at 3-1-1. 
and many more. emergencies (in- site; For more infor- 
The City’s Ani- cluding injury or Helping or- mation about 
mal Services distress calls) phaned wildlife— Mississauga Ani- 
team responds to and 172 calls for and many more mal Services, 
emergency calls animal welfare or rescues. visit missis- 
for animals that standardsofcare. Animal Services sauga.ca/ani- 
are injured orin Some of these also provided malservices. : 
distress 24 hours animal rescues shelter and care i ; 7 
= : e Silence 
Speak in silence 
Hear the stillness roar ' 
As the rush of life passes wi 


— 


4 ard, 


In the quiet hush 


ty, Life is preparing us 
“~ For its own unfolding 


~- “Her words te 


Spoken siléntly 
_ Shift mountains | 
* AS Angels - = 
~» Listen es 
With hearts aflutter_ _— 
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HER WORSHIP 
BONNIE CROMBIE 


HER WORSHIP, MAYOR BONNIE CROMBIE 
WILL ADDRESS THE MISSISSAUGA 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY ON THE CITY’S 
SSUES, CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES 
AND GOOD NEWS STORIES 


WWW.MBOT.COM 


p = On 7 
MIN Bel| AstraZeneca EO tron wer LAKEVIEW &... Toronto Pearson 


YW @mbotontario #mbotmayor 
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NOW PLAYING 
PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


Music from your years 
Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 


